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Welcome and Announcements

GATHERING IN GOD’S PRESENCE

The congregation is invited to stand
Confession and Forgiveness

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,

the God of manna, the God of miracles, the God of mercy.
Amen.

Drawn to Christ and seeking God’s abundance,

let us confess our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.

God, our provider,

help us.

It is hard to believe there is enough to share.

We question your ways when they differ from the ways
of the world in which we live.

We turn to our own understanding

rather than trusting in you.

We take offense at your teachings and your ways.
Turn us again to you.

Where else can we turn?

Share with us the words of eternal life

and feed us for life in the world.

Amen.

Beloved people of God:

in Jesus, the manna from heaven,

you are fed and nourished.

By Jesus, the worker of miracles,

there is always more than enough.

Through Jesus, + the bread of life,

you are shown God’s mercy:

you are forgiven and loved into abundant life.
Amen.




Gathering Hymn: “God, We Gather as Your People”
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1 God, we gath - er as your peo - ple to raise our song a -
2 Oh, we sing for all the chil - dren, that one day they be
3 Oh, we pray for all the young lives cut short by fear and
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bove, and we dare to claim the prom - ise of your love.
Tree; and we sing for gen - er - a - tions yet to be,
shame, so a - fraid of who they are and whom they love.
wide can . . .live their lives with dig - ni - ty and pride.
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Though the day may not yet be here, we
that they nev - er have rea - son to
May the mes - sage now be  ban - ished that your
As they grow in strength and stat - ure, may they
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trust it soon will be, when your chil - dren will be free.
doubt that they are blest. May they, in your love, find rest.
love is for the few; may their faith in  you re - new.
join us hand in hand, as a-gainst all hate we  stand.
Refrain
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Oh, may our hearts and minds be
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o-pened, fling the church doors o-pen
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wide. May there be room e-nough for ev-'ry-one in - side.
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For in God thereis a wel-come, in God we all be -
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long. May that wel - come be our song.

Onelicense net License Number: A-709907

Text and music © 2007 Welcome Song Music, admin. Augsburg Fortress

Music: WELCOME BE OUR SONG, David Lohman

Text: David Lohman, b. 1961



Greeting

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

Kyrie
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
9]
¥y |
L. b P

%tn’ e 1 e

For the peace from a - bove, and for our sal-vation, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of
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God, and for the uni-ty of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.

9]

A

7 4

%QGQGH e —

For this ho - ly house, and for all who offer here their wor-ship and
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praise, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
0
7 =
!? I H u 174

Help, save, comfort, and de - fend us, gracious Lord.
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A - men.
Canticle of Praise: “Glory to God”
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wewor-ship you, we give you thanks, we

Refrain

praise you for your glo - ry.
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to God’s peo-ple on earth. Glo-ry to God in
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high - est, and peace to God’s peo-ple on -earth.
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Prayer of the Day

All-powerful God, in Jesus Christ you turned death into life and defeat into victory. Increase our
faith and trust in him, that we may triumph over all evil in the strength of the same Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

HEARING GOD’S WORD

The congregation is seated
First Reading: Genesis 3:8-15

8[Adam and Eve] heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the garden at the time of the even-
ing breeze, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the Lord God among
the trees of the garden.gBut the Lord God called to the man, and said to him, “Where are
you?” YHe said, “I heard the sound of you in the garden, and | was afraid, because | was naked;
and | hid myself.” "He said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree
of which | commanded you not to eat?” **The man said, “The woman whom you gave to be with
me, she gave me fruit from the tree, and | ate.” BThen the Lord God said to the woman, “What is
this that you have done?” The woman said, “The serpent tricked me, and | ate.” “The Lord God
said to the serpent,
“Because you have done this,
cursed are you among all animals
and among all wild creatures;
upon your belly you shall go,
and dust you shall eat
all the days of your life.
| will put enmity between you and the woman,
and between your offspring and hers;
he will strike your head,
and you will strike his heel.”

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Psalm: Psalm 130

'0ut of the depths
| cry to you, O LORD;
’0 LORD, hear my voice!
Let your ears be attentive to the voice of my supplication.
ol you were to keep watch over sins,
O LoRrD, who could stand?
*Yet with you is forgiveness,
in order that you may be feared.
’| wait for you, O LORD; my soul waits;
in your word is my hope.
®My soul waits for the Lord more than those who keep watch for the morning,
more than those who keep watch for the morning.
’0 Israel, wait for the LORD, for with the LORD there is steadfast love;
with the LORD there is plenteous redemption.
®For the LORD shall redeem Israel
from all their sins.

Second Reading: 2 Corinthians 4:13—5:1
Bjust as we have the same spirit of faith that is in accordance with scripture—“I believed, and so
| spoke” —we also believe, and so we speak, “pecause we know that the one who raised the Lord
Jesus will raise us also with Jesus, and will bring us with you into his presence. **Yes, everything is
for your sake, so that grace, as it extends to more and more people, may increase thanksgiving,
to the glory of God.

'°So we do not lose heart. Even though our outer nature is wasting away, our inner nature is
being renewed day by day. For this slight momentary affliction is preparing us for an eternal
weight of glory beyond all measure, ®because we look not at what can be seen but at what can-
not be seen; for what can be seen is temporary, but what cannot be seen is eternal.

>!For we know that if the earthly tent we live in is destroyed, we have a building from God, a
house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

The congregation is invited to stand

Gospel Acclamation
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Gospel: Mark 3:20-35

The holy gospel according to Mark.
Glory to you, O Lord

[Jesus went home;] *°and the crowd came together again, so that [Jesus and the disciples] could
not even eat. >*When his family heard it, they went out to restrain him, for people were saying,
“He has gone out of his mind.” **And the scribes who came down from Jerusalem said, “He has
Beelzebul, and by the ruler of the demons he casts out demons.” 2And he called them to him,
and spoke to them in parables, “How can Satan cast out Satan? *!If a kingdom is divided against
itself, that kingdom cannot stand. 2And if a house is divided against itself, that house will not be
able to stand. *°And if Satan has risen up against himself and is divided, he cannot stand, but his
end has come. ?’But no one can enter a strong man’s house and plunder his property without
first tying up the strong man; then indeed the house can be plundered.

2uTruly | tell you, people will be forgiven for their sins and whatever blasphemies they
utter; *’but whoever blasphemes against the Holy Spirit can never have forgiveness, but is guilty
of an eternal sin”—>°for they had said, “He has an unclean spirit.”

*Then his mother and his brothers came; and standing outside, they sent to him and called
him. *A crowd was sitting around him; and they said to him, “Your mother and your brothers and
sisters are outside, asking for you.” **And he replied, “Who are my mother and my broth-
ers?” **And looking at those who sat around him, he said, “Here are my mother and my brothers!
**Whoever does the will of God is my brother and sister and mother.”

The gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.
The congregation is seated
Children’s Sermon

Sermon
RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD

The congregation is invited to stand

Hymn of the Day: “Lead Me, Guide Me”
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Text: Doris Akers, 1922-1995

Music: Doris Akers
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Lead me, O Lord, lead me.




Apostles’ Creed

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession:
Response:  Merciful God,
receive our prayer

The Peace

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

The congregation is seated

Offering is Gathered

Musical Offering

Another way to collect the morning offering.

Our church provides both spiritual, physical and emotional nourishment for
all who attend in person and online. We invite you to consider donating to
support the mission of our church, as we work to support programs in the
church, in the community, and for the online community.

You can make your morning offering through credit card by scanning the
code to the right.
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The congregation is invited to stand

Congregational Offertory
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We come now to your ta-ble, Lord, you are the Liv-ing Bread.
n —1
A e e : ] T o —————
'{? ‘_‘; =t e E— ——— — P e —
We come now to your ta-ble, Lord, let ev-’ry soul be fed.
n L T L
7 K = | | | K
oy —=" ]F = — » = IF  — " — J—
J T ] T
You are the Liv-ing Bread, et ev - 'ry soul be fed:
2 - — ] - 1
B4 e m— i — — -
P . A 1 -
and now may ev - ry soul be fed with Liv - ing Bread.

Text: Caribbean Conference of Churches Jamaica workshop

Music: LIVING BREAD, St. Vincent traditional, adapt.; arr. Patrick Prescod, 1932-2013

Text and music © Caribbean Conference of Churches

Offering Prayer

Jesus, Bread of life,

you have set this table with your very self,
and called us to the feast of plenty.
Gather what has been sown among us,
and strengthen us in this meal.

Make us to be what we receive here,

your body for the life of the world. Amen.

About Communion

We believe that Jesus Christ is present in the bread and wine we share and therefore he is the host

of the meal. In his name, we welcome all who desire to commune.

An usher will direct you to come forward, and you may either kneel or stand at the altar rail.
Bread: The pastor will place bread in your hands, which you may then consume. We have gluten

free bread available; indicate to the pastor/vicar if that is your preference.

that Christ is fully present in the bread.

come to you.

1

1

Wine/Juice: the assistant will then offer a tray of individual glasses (juice in the center ring). The
acolyte will follow with a tray for empty glasses. Also, you may skip the wine altogether trusting

Children and adults who do not yet commune are welcome to come to the altar for a blessing.
If walking is difficult for you, please inform an usher, then stay in your pew and the pastor will



The Great Thanksgiving

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

SHARING THE LORD’S SUPPER

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks

and praise

Holy, Holy, Holy

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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Eucharistic Prayer
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Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

The gifts of God for the people of God.
Thanks be to God.

The congregation is seated

Lamb of God
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way the sin of the world; grant us  peace, grant us  peace.

Distribution of Communion
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Communion Hymns:

“When Peace like a River”
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Text: Horatio G. Spafford, 18281888
Music: VILLE DU HAVRE, Philip P. Bliss, 1838-1876

FF
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“Blest Be the Tie That Binds”
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1 Blest be the tie that binds our hearts 1n Chris - tan  love;
2 Be - fore our Fa - ther’s throne we pour our ar - dent prayers;
3 We share our mu - tual woes, our mu - tual bur - dens bear,
4 From sor - row, toil, and pain, and sin we shall be free;
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our fears, our hopes,our aims are one, our com-forts and our cares.
and of - ten for each oth - er flows the sym -pa - thiz-ing tear.
and per - fect love and friend-ship reign through all e - ter - nmi - ty.
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Text: John Fawcett, 1740-1817, alt.
Music: DENNIS, Johann G. Nageli, 1773-1836, adapt.

The congregation is invited to stand
Post-Communion Blessing
Post-Communion Prayer

Jesus, Bread of life,

we have received from your table more than we could ever ask.

As you have nourished us in this meal, now strengthen us to love the world with your own life.
In your name we pray.

Amen.
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Benediction

Sending Hymn: “Go, My Children, with My Blessing”

SENDING
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1 “Go, my chil -dren, with my bless-ing, nev er a - lone.
2 “Go, my chil - dren, sins for - giv-en,  at peace and pure.
3 “QGo, my chil - dren, fed and nour-ished, clos er to  me.
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Wak - ing, sleep - ing, I am with you, you are my own.
Here you learned how much 1 love you, what can cure.
Grow in love and love by serv-ing, joy ful and free.
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In my love’s bap-tis - mal r1iv - er 1 have made you mine for-ev - er.
Here you heard my dear Son’s sto - ry, here you touched him, saw his glo - ry.
Here my Spir - it’s pow -er filled you, here my ten - der com-fort stilled you.
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Go, my chil-dren, with my bless-ing, you are my own.’
Go, my chil-dren, sins for - giv - en, at peace and pure”
Go, my chil-dren, fed and nour-ished, joy - ful and free”

Text: Jaroslav J. Vajda, b. 1919, alt.
Music: AR HYD Y NOS, Welsh traditional
Text © 1983 Concordia Publishing House

OneLicense.net License Number: A-709997

Dismissal

Go in peace. Christ is with you.
Thanks be to God.

Postlude
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Announcements
This morning please welcome Catherine Pinch, who is leading our music while Cynthia is away.

We’re praying for 20 kids. Invite a neighbor! Vacation Bible School registration is open!—July 8-12,
10:00 am—3:00 pm: You can pick up an information letter to share from the ushers table or in the
foyer. We welcome children who have completed kindergarten through those who have completed
6th grade. Older youth may apply to be a youth helper.

Waltham Pride. June 16, 11:00 am to 4:00 pm. Waltham Common On June 16, as a witness to our
solidarity with one another, we will be sharing a table with Temple Beth Israel and Agape Spiritual
Community (a ministry in the United Church of Christ tradition).

We welcome volunteers to help set up at the beginning, clean up in the end, and/or help for an
hour or two in the middle. If you are interested in helping, please contact Vicar Eric. So too, if you
are out and about that day and want to stop by, please do.

Non-perishable food needed! Our Blessing Box/mini food pantry is being heavily used and needs re-
stocking. Donations of non-perishable food are welcome: pasta; pasta sauce; peanut butter; oat-
meal; cereal; canned beans, veggies, fruit, tuna/chicken. Donations can be left in the Pearson Room.
Thank you!

Can you make coffee and provide goodies after worship? It's amazing how having a cup of coffee or
goodies available provides a reason for people to stay and connect. Can you help with this ministry?
Sign up in the Pearson Room or by using the link in the “This Week” email. Not sure how to use the
large coffee pot or what hosting entails? Ask the church office to connect you with a mentor!

This Week at First Lutheran

Today: 9:30 am Worship
Thursday: 10:00 am Knitting Group
Next Sunday: 9:30 am Worship

Worship Texts: Copyright © 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress
Liturgies Annual License #5SB147106.

Scripture: New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of
the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.



Prayer Concerns

Members of our First Lutheran Community: Ash, Bethany, and Roland Adams; Joyce Anderson; Jen
Biter; June Jahrling; Erika Jerram; Steve Latter; Kerry Meaney; Kathryn McCowan; Don & Britta
McNemar; Cynthia Niiler; Joan & Jiri Niiler, Marlene Nordstrom; Wayne Sukow.

Friends and Family: Kate Benbenek; Doak Borst; Emily Clemens; Steve Codner; Emily Dallman; Don-
na; Sylvia & Chris Lee-Thompson; Peter Melanson; Skip Moyer; Pappas family; Sally Raymond; Stacey
Reed; Lynn Reihart; Sally Santiago; Roger & Margie Schroeder; Maria Silva; Tara Waters; Jim Wroe

For those who grieve: the family and friends of Minnie Chittum (friend of Kate Christofano)

For our partners: Santuario Luterano, the Spanish speaking Lutheran congregation in Waltham. For
other organizations we actively support: the Waltham Family School, the Waltham Community Day
Center, Chaplains on the Way, the Waltham Alliance to Create Housing, Camp Calumet, and ELCA
World Hunger. And for our efforts to resettle a refugee family.

First Lutheran’s RIC Welcome Statement:

Walking together in God’s love, we rejoice in
the diversity of God’s wonderfully made chil-
dren. We celebrate lesbian, gay, bisexual,
transgender, queer, intersex, asexual, and non
-binary people and all members of our human
family regardless of sexual orientation, gender identity and expression, race,
ethnicity, age, marital status, physical and mental ability, faith history, eco-
nomic status, education, family configuration, or immigration status. We re-
nounce the sin of racism and all forms of discrimination. We welcome all to
join us in worship, leadership, participation in rites and sacraments of the
church, and fellowship on our journey of nurturing faith, doing justice, and
serving all.
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