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Prelude 
 

Welcome and Announcements 
 

G�ã«�Ù®Ä¦ ®Ä GÊ�’Ý PÙ�Ý�Ä�� 
 
The congregaƟon is invited to stand 
 

Confession and Forgiveness 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
the Creator of heaven and earth, 
the Word who spoke life into being, 
the Wind stirring the waters. 
Amen. 
 

Let us turn in confession to the one who knows us completely. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Mighty God, lover of justice, 
you call us to life in community, 
but we have served our own interests 
at the expense of our neighbors. 
We have sown deceit where honesty was needed. 
We say the right words, 
but our hearts are far from you. 
Turn us to seek your face. 
Knit us together and give us the mind of Christ, 
that we may do justice, love mercy, 
and walk humbly with you, our God. 
Amen. 
 

The former things have passed away, 
and new things God now declares: 
Like a spring of water that never fails, 
God covers you in the righteousness of Christ, 
and forgives your sin in ☩ Jesus’ name. 
May the Spirit give you strength to live for others, 
and bless you with the gift of peace. 
Amen. 
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Gathering Hymn: “Oh, Praise the Gracious Power” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GreeƟng 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.   
And also with you. 
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Kyrie 
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CanƟcle of Praise: “Glory to God” 
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Prayer of the Day 
 

Holy God, you confound the world’s wisdom in giving your kingdom to the lowly and the pure in 
heart. Give us such a hunger and thirst for jusƟce, and perseverance in striving for peace, that in 
our words and deeds the world may see the life of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

 
 

H��Ù®Ä¦ GÊ�’Ý WÊÙ� 
 
The congregaƟon is seated 
 

First Reading: Micah 6:1-8 
 

1 Hear what the LÊÙ� says: 
 Rise, plead your case before the mountains, 
 and let the hills hear your voice. 
2 Hear, you mountains, the case of the LÊÙ�, 
 and you enduring foundaƟons of the earth, 
for the LÊÙ� has a case against his people, 
 and he will contend with Israel. 
 
3 “O my people, what have I done to you? 
 In what have I wearied you? Answer me! 
4 For I brought you up from the land of Egypt 
 and redeemed you from the house of slavery, 
and I sent before you Moses, 
 Aaron, and Miriam. 
5 O my people, remember now what King Balak of Moab devised, 
 what Balaam son of Beor answered him, 
and what happened from Shiƫm to Gilgal, 
 that you may know the saving acts of the LÊÙ�.” 
 
6 “With what shall I come before the LÊÙ� 
 and bow myself before God on high? 
Shall I come before him with burnt offerings, 
 with calves a year old? 
7 Will the LÊÙ� be pleased with thousands of rams, 
 with ten thousands of rivers of oil? 
Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression, 
 the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?” 
8 He has told you, O mortal, what is good, 
 and what does the LÊÙ� require of you 
but to do jusƟce and to love kindness 
 and to walk humbly with your God?  
 

The word of the Lord.   
Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm: Psalm 15 
 

Refrain: 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tone: 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Refrain 
 

1 LÊÙ�, who may dwell in your | tabernacle? 
 Who may abide upon your | holy hill? 
2 Those who lead a blameless life and do | what is right, 
 who speak the truth | from their heart;  
 

Refrain 
 

3 they do not slander with the tongue, they do no evil | to their friends; 
 they do not cast discredit up- | on a neighbor. 
4 In their sight the wicked are rejected, but they honor those who | fear the LÊÙ�. 
 They have sworn upon their health and do not take | back their word. 
5 They do not give their money in hope of gain, nor do they take bribes a- | gainst the innocent. 
 Those who do these things shall never be | overthrown. 
 

Refrain 
 

Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 1:18-31 
 

18 The message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being 
saved it is the power of God. 19 For it is wriƩen, 
 “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, 
  and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” 
20 Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scholar? Where is the debater of this age? Has not 
God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 21 For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not 
know God through wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness of the proclamaƟon, to save 
those who believe. 22 For Jews ask for signs and Greeks desire wisdom, 23 but we proclaim Christ 
crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to genƟles, 24 but to those who are the called, 
both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. 25 For God’s foolishness is 
wiser than human wisdom, and God’s weakness is stronger than human strength. 
  26 Consider your own call, brothers and sisters: not many of you were wise by human stand-
ards, not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. 27 But God chose what is foolish in 
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the world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong; 28 God 
chose what is low and despised in the world, things that are not, to abolish things that are, 29 so 
that no one might boast in the presence of God. 30 In contrast, God is why you are in Christ Jesus, 
who became for us wisdom from God, and righteousness and sancƟficaƟon and redempƟon, 31 in 
order that, as it is wriƩen, “Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.”  
 

The word of the Lord.    
Thanks be to God 

 
The congregaƟon is invited to stand 
 

Gospel AcclamaƟon 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Gospel: MaƩhew 4:12-23 
 

The holy gospel according to Matthew.   
Glory to you, O Lord 

 
1 When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain, and aŌer he sat down, his disciples 
came to him. 2 And he began to speak and taught them, saying: 
  3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
  4 “Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 
  5 “Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 
  6 “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled. 
  7 “Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. 
  8 “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 
  9 “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. 
  10 “Blessed are those who are persecuted for the sake of righteousness, for theirs is the king-
dom of heaven. 
  11 “Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and uƩer all kinds of evil against 
you falsely on my account. 12 Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for in the 
same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.”  
 

The gospel of the Lord.     
Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
The congregaƟon is seated 
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Children’s Sermon 
 

Sermon 
 

R�ÝÖÊÄ�®Ä¦ ãÊ GÊ�’Ý WÊÙ� 
 
The congregaƟon is invited to stand 
 

Hymn of the Day: “Build a Longer Table” 
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Apostles’ Creed 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under PonƟus Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrecƟon of the body, 
and the life everlasƟng. Amen. 

 

Prayers of Intercession: 
 

Response: Merciful God,  
  receive our prayer. 

 

The Peace 
 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 

 
The congregaƟon is seated 
 

Offering is Gathered 
 

Musical Offering: “What Does the Lord Require?”     Eric Nelson 

Another way to collect the morning offering. 
 

Our church provides both spiritual, physical and emoƟonal nourishment for 
all who aƩend in person and online. We invite you to consider donaƟng to 
support the mission of our church, as we work to support programs in the 
church, in the community, and for the online community. 
 

You can make your morning offering through credit card by scanning the 
code to the right. 

Prayer Concerns 
 

New: Clinton Braganza (friend of 
Steve Hoff) 
 

Members of our First Lutheran 
Community: Glow, Bethany, and 
Roland Adams; Joyce Anderson; 
Jen Biter; Ardeith Froeberg; June 
Jahrling; Erika Jerram; Lovequist/
Shread family; Kathryn McCowan; 
Don & Britta McNemar; Kerry 
Meaney; Cynthia Niiler; Joan 
Niiler, Stacey Reed; Karson Spra-
gue; Valarie Waters. 
 

Friends and Family: Rhona Chen; 
Emily Dallman; Evan DaRos; Sheila 
Dumbrowik; Lisa Fugger; Jay 
Higham; Josh Kalisa; Sylvia & Chris 
Lee-Thompson; Nathan Maehl; 
Pappas family; Roland Pesch; Ra-
chel and sons; Frank Raymond; 
Lynn Reihart;  Brian Schmitz; Roger 
& Margie Schroeder; Fay Sieving; 
Wilson Viertel; Chip Weinkauf; Jim 
Wroe; Marlys Yu. 
 

For our partners: Santuario 
Luterano, the Spanish speaking 
Lutheran congregaƟon in Wal-
tham. For other organizaƟons we 
acƟvely support: the Waltham 
Family School, the Waltham Com-
munity Day Center, Chaplains on 
the Way, WATCH, Camp Calumet, 
and ELCA World Hunger.  
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The congregaƟon is invited to stand 
 

CongregaƟonal Offertory 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Offering Prayer 
 

God of majesty, 
no eye has seen, no ear has heard 
what you have prepared for those who love you, 
yet in this meal you reveal the wideness of your mercy. 
Use what we have gathered 
to feed us with the reign of God come near, 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.   
Amen. 

About Communion  
 

We believe that Jesus Christ is present in the bread and wine we share and therefore he is the host 
of the meal.  In his name, we welcome all who desire to commune.    
 

· An usher will direct you to come forward, and you may either kneel or stand at the altar rail.   
· Bread: The pastor will place bread in your hands, which you may then consume.  We have gluten 

free bread available; indicate to the pastor/vicar if that is your preference.  
· Wine/Juice: the assistant  will then offer a tray of individual glasses (juice in the center ring). The 

acolyte will follow with a tray for empty glasses.  Also, you may skip the wine altogether trusƟng 
that Christ is fully present in the bread.   

· Children and adults who do not yet commune are welcome to come to the altar for a blessing.    
· If walking is difficult for you, please inform an usher, then stay in your pew and the pastor will 

come to you.  
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S«�Ù®Ä¦ ã«� LÊÙ�’Ý SçÖÖ�Ù 
 

The Great Thanksgiving 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy …  
  we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

Holy, Holy, Holy 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
EucharisƟc Prayer 
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Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
our kingdom come, 
our will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the Ɵme of trial  

and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 

now and forever. Amen. 
 
The congregaƟon is seated 
 

Lamb of God 
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DistribuƟon of Communion 
 

“Blest Are They” 
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“As the Grains of Wheat” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The congregaƟon is invited to stand 
 

Post-Communion Prayer 
 

Radiant God,    
we have seen your glory in the face of Jesus Christ. 
In the sacrament of his body and blood you have drawn us to your heart. 
Send us from this table with delight,  
that our lives may reflect the beauty of your love, 
and bear witness to all we have seen and heard,  
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
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S�Ä�®Ä¦ 
 

BenedicƟon 
 

Sending Hymn: “To Be Your Presence” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dismissal 
 

Go in peace. Do jusƟce. Love mercy.   
Thanks be to God. 

 

Postlude 
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Announcements 
 

Join us aŌer worship next Sunday for food, fellowship, and the second episode of "The Week," a 
three-part series the JusƟce and Service team is facilitaƟng to discuss the climate crisis. This second 
episode seeks to open a discussion about hope and what soluƟons to the many environmental crises 
would look like. If you are wanƟng to know more about what is coming and discuss what we can do 
about it, please join us.  
 
Adult Forums:  During January and February we are discussing the saga of Joseph as recorded in 
Genesis chapters 37-50.   Adult Forum meets from 9:15 to 10:15 in the Pearson Room. 
 
Winter Retreat to Camp Calumet—Sign up by February 8: Our annual retreat for the enƟre congre-
gaƟon is scheduled for Feb. 20-22 at Camp Calumet, located 2 ½  hours north on Lake Ossipee in 
Freedom, NH.  We have spots reserved for 70 people and hope members and friends of all ages will 
come.  The retreat begins aŌer dinner on Friday and ends aŌer lunch on Sunday. Sign up today in 
the Pearson Room - or check the “This Week” for an online link! 
 
Food DonaƟons: Our Blessing Box/mini food pantry is being heavily used. DonaƟons of non-
perishable food are welcome and can be leŌ in the Pearson Room. Canned tuna/chicken/beans/fruit 
are parƟcularly helpful.   
 
Can you help keep our Blessing Box full? We could also use help keeping the sidewalk box filled with 
items from the Pearson Room. Check out the This Week email for a sign up. Thank you! 
 
Coffee Hosts Needed!  February dates now available!  Sign up to foster community by hosting coffee 
in the Pearson Room or by using the link in the This Week email.   First time hosting?  We’re happy to 
provide instruction. 

First	Lutheran’s	Welcome	Statement:		 
 
Walking	 together	 in	God’s	 love,	we	 rejoice	 in	
the	 diversity	 of	 God’s	wonderfully	made	 chil-
dren.	 We	 celebrate	 lesbian,	 gay,	 bisexual,	
transgender,	queer,	intersex,	asexual,	and	non
-binary	people	and	all	members	of	our	human	

family	regardless	of	sexual	orientation,	gender	identity	and	expression,	race,	
ethnicity,	age,	marital	status,	physical	and	mental	ability,	 faith	history,	eco-
nomic	status,	education,	family	configuration,	or	immigration	status.	We	re-
nounce	the	sin	of	racism	and	all	 forms	of	discrimination.	We	welcome	all	to	
join	 us	 in	worship,	 leadership,	 participation	 in	 rites	 and	 sacraments	 of	 the	
church,	 and	 fellowship	on	our	 journey	of	nurturing	 faith,	 doing	 justice,	 and	
serving	all.	 
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Copyright InformaƟon 
 

 

Liturgical Music from Evangelical Lutheran Worship ©2006 Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. Reprinted and 
Livestreamed by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SB147106. 
 

Worship Texts: Copyright © 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg For-
tress Liturgies Annual License #SB147106. 
 

Scripture: New Revised Standard Version Updated EdiƟon, Copyright © 2021, NaƟonal Council of Churches of Christ in 
the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide. 
 

Psalm refrain and tone reproduced by permission from Psalter for Worship Year A  ©2007 Augsburg Fortress. 
 

Hymns as below. Reprinted and Livestreamed with permission under OneLicense.net License Number: A-709997 or 
CCLI License #20823990. All rights reserved. 
 

“Create in Me a Clean Heart” 
Music: Richard W. Hillert, b. 1923 © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress. 
 

“Oh, Praise the Gracious Power” 
Text: Thomas H. Troeger, b. 1945 
Music: Carol Doran, b. 1936 
Text and music from New Hymns for the LecƟonary, © 1984 Oxford University Press, Inc. 
 
“Build a Longer Table” 
Text: David Bjorlin, b. 1984 © 2018 GIA PublicaƟons Inc. 
Music: French Carol 
 
“Blest Are They” 
Text and music: David Haas, b. 1957 © 1985 GIA PublicaƟons Inc. 
 
“As the Grains of Wheat”  
Text: Didache, 2nd cent.; Marty Haugen, b. 1950 
Music: Marty Haugen 
Text and music © 1990 GIA PublicaƟons, Inc. 
 
“To Be Your Presence: 
Text: Delores Dufner, OSB, b. 1939 © 2000 GIA PublicaƟons, Inc. 
Music: Charles V. Stanford, 1852-1924 
 

Musical Offering: Livestreamed with permission under OneLicense.net License Number: A-709997. All rights reserved. 
 

“What Does the Lord Require?”   
Text: Albert F. Bayley, 1901-1984, alt., para. Micah 6:6-8, © 1988 Oxford University Press 
Music: Eric Nelson, © 2018 Birnamwood PublicaƟons 


