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Prelude
Welcome and Announcements

GATHERING IN GOD’S PRESENCE

The congregation is invited to stand

Confession and Forgiveness

Blessed be the holy Trinity, = one God,
who forgives all our sin,

whose mercy endures forever.

Amen.

Let us return to God, confessing our sin in the assurance of
God’s abiding love.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Compassionate One,

you are slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love,
but our lives do not always reflect you

and your love for the world.

We do not show others the tender compassion

you have shown to us.

We do not welcome others with the radical hospitality
you grant to all people.

We oppress others,

even though you have set us free again and again.

We squander the abundant gifts of the earth.
Transform our lives

and guide us again in the way of the cross.

Amen.

Beloved in Christ,

God’s arms are always stretched open wide
to welcome the wandering ones home.

In & Christ your sins are forgiven.

You have a place in God’s house forever.
Amen.




Gathering Hymn: “Here on Jesus Christ | Will Stand”
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Greeting

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

Litany for Lent

We begin as printed below, then after the leader sings a short phrase (the wording will vary), the assembly
responds, alternating between these two responses. At the end the second response will be repeated.
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Prayer of the Day

Almighty God, your Son came into the world to free us all from sin and death. Breathe upon us
the power of your Spirit, that we may be raised to new life in Christ and serve you in righteous-

ness all our days, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

HEARING GOD’S WORD

The congregation is seated

First Reading: Ezekiel 37:1-14

' The hand of the Lord came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of the Lord and set me
down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. > He led me all around them; there were very
many lying in the valley, and they were very dry. > He said to me, “Mortal, can these bones live?” |
answered, “O Lord God, you know.” * Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones and say to
them: O dry bones, hear the word of the Lord. > Thus says the Lord God to these bones: | will
cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. °1 will lay sinews on you and will cause flesh to



come upon you and cover you with skin and put breath in you, and you shall live, and you shall
know that | am the Lord.”

’So | prophesied as | had been commanded, and as | prophesied, suddenly there was a noise, a
rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. %] looked, and there were sinews on
them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered them, but there was no breath in
them. °Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath:
Thus says the Lord God: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain, that
they may live.” *°| prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they
lived and stood on their feet, a vast multitude.

Y Then he said to me, “Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They say, ‘Our bones
are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.” ** Therefore prophesy and say to
them: Thus says the Lord God: | am going to open your graves and bring you up from your graves,
O my people, and | will bring you back to the land of Israel. > And you shall know that | am the
Lord when | open your graves and bring you up from your graves, O my people. **1 will put my
spirit within you, and you shall live, and | will place you on your own soil; then you shall know
that I, the Lord, have spoken and will act, says the Lord.”

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm: Psalm 130

1 Out of the depths
| cry to you, O LORD;
20 LORD, hear my voice!
Let your ears be attentive to the voice of my supplication.
*If you were to keep watch over sins,
O LoRD, who could stand?
* Yet with you is forgiveness,
in order that you may be feared.
> | wait for you, O LORD; my soul waits;
in your word is my hope.
® My soul waits for the Lord more than those who keep watch for the morning,
more than those who keep watch for the morning.
0 Israel, wait for the LORD, for with the LORD there is steadfast love;
with the LORD there is plenteous redemption.
® For the LORD shall redeem Israel
from all their sins.

Second Reading: Romans 8:6-11

®To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. ’ For this
reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law—
indeed, it cannot, ® and those who are in the flesh cannot please God.

?But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone
who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. *° But if Christ is in you, then the
body is dead because of sin, but the Spirit is life because of righteousness. * If the Spirit of him

4



who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will give
life to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in you.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God

The congregation is invited to stand

Gospel Acclamation
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Gospel: John

The holy gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord

' Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister Martha. 2 Mary
was the one who anointed the Lord with perfume and wiped his feet with her hair; her brother
Lazarus was ill. > So the sisters sent a message to Jesus, “Lord, he whom you love is ill.” “But when
Jesus heard it, he said, “This illness does not lead to death; rather, it is for God’s glory, so that the
Son of God may be glorified through it.” > Accordingly, though Jesus loved Martha and her sister
and Lazarus, ® after having heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days longer in the place where
he was.

"Then after this he said to the disciples, “Let us go to Judea again.” ® The disciples said to him,
“Rabbi, the Jews were just now trying to stone you, and are you going there again?’ °Jesus an-
swered, “Are there not twelve hours of daylight? Those who walk during the day do not stumble
because they see the light of this world. '° But those who walk at night stumble because the light is
not in them.” ' After saying this, he told them, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but | am going
there to awaken him.” * The disciples said to him, “Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will be all right.”
3 Jesus, however, had been speaking about his death, but they thought that he was referring
merely to sleep. ** Then Jesus told them plainly, “Lazarus is dead. ™ For your sake | am glad | was
not there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him.” ** Thomas, who was called the Twin, said
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to his fellow disciples, “Let us also go, that we may die with him.”

7 When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four days. '* Now
Bethany was near Jerusalem, some two miles away, *° and many of the Jews had come to Martha
and Mary to console them about their brother. > When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she
went and met him, while Mary stayed at home. I Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been
here, my brother would not have died. ?? But even now | know that God will give you whatever
you ask of him.” 23 Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” 4 Martha said to him, “I know
that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last day.” * Jesus said to her, “l am the resurrec-
tion and the life. Those who believe in me, even though they die, will live, ** and everyone who
lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?” *’ She said to him, “Yes, Lord, | be-
lieve that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming into the world.”

28 When she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary and told her privately, “The
Teacher is here and is calling for you.” ?° And when she heard it, she got up quickly and went to
him. *® Now Jesus had not yet come to the village but was still at the place where Martha had met
him. *' The Jews who were with her in the house consoling her saw Mary get up quickly and go
out. They followed her because they thought that she was going to the tomb to weep there. >
When Mary came where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and said to him, “Lord, if
you had been here, my brother would not have died” * When Jesus saw her weeping and the
Jews who came with her also weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply moved. ** He
said, “Where have you laid him?” They said to him, “Lord, come and see.” % Jesus began to
weep. %50 the Jews said, “See how he loved him!” * But some of them said, “Could not he who
opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this man from dying?”

*Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was lying
against it. %9 Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him,
“Lord, already there is a stench because he has been dead four days.” 0 Jesus said to her, “Did |
not tell you that if you believed you would see the glory of God?” ** So they took away the stone.
And Jesus looked upward and said, “Father, | thank you for having heard me. **| knew that you
always hear me, but | have said this for the sake of the crowd standing here, so that they may be-
lieve that you sent me.” B When he had said this, he cried with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come
out!” **The dead man came out, his hands and feet bound with strips of cloth and his face
wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.”

4 Many of the Jews, therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what Jesus did believed
in him.

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

The congregation is seated

Children’s Sermon

Sermon



RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD

The congregation is invited to stand

Hymn of the Day: “The Word of God Is Source and Seed”
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Prayer Concerns

New: JoAnn Shade (spinal sur-
gery, cousin of LUAnn Kimker)

Members of our First Luther-
an Community: Norm Adams;
Glow, Bethany, and Roland
Adams; Joyce Anderson; Jen
Biter; Ardeith Froeberg; June
Jahrling; Erika Jerram;
Lovequist/Shread family;
Kathryn McCowan; Don &
Britta McNemar; Kerry Mea-
ney; Cynthia Niiler; Joan
Niiler, Stacey Reed; Karson
Sprague; Valarie Waters.

Friends and Family: Clinton
Braganza; Rhona Chen; Emily
Dallman; Evan DaRos; Sheila
Dumbrowik; Lisa Fugger; Jay
Higham; Josh Kalisa; Sylvia &
Chris Lee-Thompson; Nathan
Maehl; Pappas family; Roland
Pesch; Rachel and sons; Frank
Raymond; Lynn Reihart; Brian
Schmitz; Roger & Margie
Schroeder; Fay Sieving; Wil-
son Viertel; Chip Weinkauf;
Jim Wroe; Marlys Yu.

For our partners: Santuario
Luterano, the Spanish speak-
ing Lutheran congregation in
Waltham. For other organiza-
tions we actively support: the
Waltham Family School, the
Waltham Community Day
Center, Chaplains on the Way,
WATCH, Camp Calumet, and
ELCA World Hunger.

Apostles’ Creed

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession:

Response:  Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

The Peace

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

The congregation is seated

Offering is Gathered

Musical Offering: “O Lord, | Call to You” Jayne Southwick Cool

Our church provides both spiritual, physical and emotional nourishment for
all who attend in person and online. We invite you to consider donating to
support the mission of our church, as we work to support programs in the
church, in the community, and for the online community.

You can make your morning offering through credit card by scanning the
code to the right.

Another way to collect the morning offering.




The congregation is invited to stand

Congregational Offertory

|
D
]

Y1

s

Cre-ate In me a clean heart,

O

God,

and

e - New

a

right

e

o

s

spir-it  with - in me. Cast

not

a

way from your

pres-ence, and take not your

Ho - ly

e’
Spir

it

from me.

Re -

P

s

store un - to me the

joy

of

your

sal

vad

tion,

s

and up - hold me with

Music: J. A. Freylinghausen, 1670-1739

Offering Prayer

Gracious Provider,

you set your immense treasures among us,
opening your heart to the world.

As we prepare to feast on your bountiful love,
deepen our commitment to sharing those treasures with others,
through our Savior, Jesus Christ.

Amen.
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SHARING THE LORD’S SUPPER
The Great Thanksgiving

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy ...
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

Holy, Holy, Holy
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Eucharistic Prayer

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us;
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and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

The congregation is seated
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Distribution of Communion

“Precious Lord, Take My Hand”
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The congregation is invited to stand

Post-Communion Prayer

God of our salvation, we give you thanks for this meal that restores our souls,
reconciles us to you, and strengthens us for the journey.
Through the body and blood of your Son, may we become Christ’s body in the world,

bearing witness to your love for all creation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.
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SENDING

Benediction

Sending Hymn: “O God, Who Gives Us Life”
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Dismissal

Go in peace. Believe the good news.
Thanks be to God.

Postlude

Announcements

Wednesday Nights in Lent. This Wednesday is our last mid-week gathering in Lent. For those in-
terested, you can join us at 5:30 to help prepare food for others, 6:30 to share in soup and conversa-
tion, or 7:30 for prayer in the sanctuary with members of Santuario Luterano.

Coffee Hosts Needed! Can you help foster community by hosting coffee? Sign up in the Pearson
Room or by using the link in the This Week email. First time hosting? We’re happy to provide in-
struction.

Can you help take care of our Blessing Box? We could use help checking the sidewalk box—refilling
it with items from the Pearson Room and occasionally emptying out some items. You can find a sign
up in our This Week email. Thank you!

First Lutheran’s Welcome Statement:

Walking together in God’s love, we rejoice in the diversity of
God’s wonderfully made children. We celebrate lesbian, gay,
bisexual, transgender, queer, intersex, asexual, and non-binary
people and all members of our human family regardless of
sexual orientation, gender identity and expression, race, ethnicity, age, marital status, physical
and mental ability, faith history, economic status, education, family configuration, or immi-
gration status. We renounce the sin of racism and all forms of discrimination. We welcome all
to join us in worship, leadership, participation in rites and sacraments of the church, and fel-
lowship on our journey of nurturing faith, doing justice, and serving all.
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Text and music © 1938, 1966 Unichappell Music Inc., admin. Hal Leonard Corp.

“l Am the Bread of Life”

Text: Suzanne Toolan, RSM, b. 1927, base on John 6

Music: Suzanne Toolan, RSM

Text and music: © 1966, 1970, 1986, 1993 GIA Publications, Inc.

“0 God, Who Gives Us Life”
Text: Carl P. Daw Jr., b. 1944 © 1990 Hope Publishing Company
Music: English melody; arr. Arthus S. Sullivan, 1842-1900

Prelude and Offertory: Livestreamed with permission under Onelicense.net License Number: A-709997. All rights re-
served.
“O Lord, | Call to You” Jayne Southwick Cool © 2013 Augsburg Fortress
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Holy Week—Starts next Sunday!

Join us as we retell, reengage, and celebrate the central story of our Christian faith, the death
and resurrection of Jesus Christ.

March 29 - Palm/Passion Sunday

10:30 am Palm Sunday service with the reading of the Passion from
Matthew’s Gospel.

April 2 - Maundy Thursday

11:30 am - An abbreviated service of Holy Communion at the end of
Thursday Knitters.

7:30 pm - A service with optional individual absolution, communion,
and stripping of the altar for Good Friday.

April 3 - Good Friday

7:30 pm
Worship including the reading of Saint John’s passion account and the Solemn
Reproaches of the Cross.

April 4 - Easter Vigil

7:15 pm in person only - We celebrate Christ's Passover from death to life in a b‘
worship service that includes an outdoor fire, stories of deliverance, the Easter
account, Baptism, and Holy Communion.

,g,?

April 5 - Easter Sunday

10:30 am - Festive worship with Holy Communion, flowers, bells, choir, and brass.

Potluck Easter Breakfast
9:15 am

Join us on Easter morning for a potluck breakfast.

Sign up online (link in the This Week email) or in the Pearson Room to let
us know you can help: setting up, providing food, or cleaning up.




