
   

Prelude: “Nun danket alle goƩ”  Georg Friedrich Kaufmann 
 

Welcome and Announcements 
 

G�ã«�Ù®Ä¦ ®Ä GÊ�’Ý PÙ�Ý�Ä�� 
 

The congregaƟon is invited to stand 
 

Confession and Forgiveness 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures forever. 
Amen. 
 

God of all mercy and consolaƟon,  
come to the help of your people,  
turning us from our sin to live for you alone.  
Give us the power of your Holy Spirit  
that we may confess our sin,  
receive your forgiveness,  
and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

Silence is kept for reflecƟon. 
 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are capƟve to sin and cannot free ourselves.  
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed,  
by what we have done and by what we have leŌ undone.  
We have not loved you with our whole heart;  
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us,  
so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways,  
to the glory of your holy name.  Amen. 
 

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, 
and made us alive together with Christ.  
By grace you have been saved.   
In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven.  
Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit,  
that Christ may live in your hearts through faith.    
Amen. 

Second Sunday of Easer 
April 12, 2026 

Welcome!  
We delight in having guests and are glad that you have joined us today.  

First	Lutheran	Church 
 

6 Eddy Street 
Waltham, MA 02453-7753 

781-893-6563 
 

ϐirstlutheranwaltham.org 
 

Follow us on Facebook at 
First Lutheran Church - Waltham, 

MA 
 

The Rev. Thomas E. Maehl, Pastor    
tmaehl@rcn.com 

 

Ms. Cynthia Niiler,  
Director of Music & Parish Secretary 
ϐirstlutheranwalthamofϐice@gmail.com 

 

Vicar Trevor Boe, Intern 
ϐirstlutheranwalthamvicar@gmail.com 

 
Today’s	Worship	Participants 

 

Pastor 
		Tom Maehl 
Musician 
		Cynthia Niiler 
Assistant	Minister 
  Ann Sjodin 
Acolyte 
  Kalyse Black 
Lector 
  Eric Carlson 
Ushers 
  Holly & Ezra Diaz 
A/V 
  Prakash Pandian 
Altar	Care 
  Dee Speer 
 



2  

GreeƟng: 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,  The love of God,  
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
 

And also with you. 

Gathering Hymn: “Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds” 



 3 

Kyrie 
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Hymn of Praise 
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The Prayer of the Day 
 

Almighty and eternal God, the strength of those who believe and the hope of those who doubt, 
may we, who have not seen, have faith in you and receive the fullness of Christ’s blessing, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

 

H��Ù®Ä¦ GÊ�’Ý WÊÙ� 
 
The congregaƟon is seated 
 

First Reading: Acts 2:14a-32 
 

14a Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed [the crowd]: 22 “Fellow Israel-
ites, listen to what I have to say: Jesus of Nazareth, a man aƩested to you by God with deeds of 
power, wonders, and signs that God did through him among you, as you yourselves know 23 this 
man, handed over to you according to the definite plan and foreknowledge of God, you crucified 
and killed by the hands of those outside the law. 24 But God raised him up, having released him 
from the agony of death, because it was impossible for him to be held in its power. 25 For David 
says concerning him, 
 ‘I saw the Lord always before me, 
  for he is at my right hand so that I will not be shaken; 
 26 therefore my heart was glad, and my tongue rejoiced; 
  moreover, my flesh will live in hope. 
 27 For you will not abandon my soul to Hades 
  or let your Holy One experience corrupƟon. 
 28 You have made known to me the ways of life; 
  you will make me full of gladness with your presence.’ 
  29 “Fellow Israelites, I may say to you confidently of our ancestor David that he both died and 
was buried, and his tomb is with us to this day. 30 Since he was a prophet, he knew that God had 
sworn with an oath to him that he would put one of his descendants on his throne. 31 Foreseeing 
this, David spoke of the resurrecƟon of the Messiah, saying, 
 ‘He was not abandoned to Hades, 
  nor did his flesh experience corrupƟon.’ 
32 “This Jesus God raised up, and of that all of us are witnesses.”  
 

The word of the Lord.   
Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm: Psalm 16 
 

Refrain 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tone 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Refrain 
 

1 Protect me, O God, for I take ref- | uge in you; 
 I have said to the LÊÙ�, “You are my Lord, my good a- | bove all other.” 
2 All my delight is in the godly that are | in the land, 
 upon those who are noble a- | mong the people. 
3 But those who run aŌer | other gods 
 shall have their troubles | mulƟplied. 
4 I will not pour out drink offerings | to such gods, 
 never take their names up- | on my lips. 
 

Refrain 
 

5 O LÊÙ�, you are my porƟon | and my cup; 
 it is you who up- | hold my lot. 
6 My boundaries enclose a | pleasant land; 
 indeed, I have a | rich inheritance. 
7 I will bless the LÊÙ� who | gives me counsel; 
 my heart teaches me night | aŌer night. 
8 I have set the LÊÙ� al- | ways before me; 
 because God is at my right hand, I shall | not be shaken. 
 

Refrain 
 

9 My heart, therefore, is glad, and my spir- | it rejoices; 
 my body also shall | rest in hope. 
10 For you will not abandon me | to the grave, 
 nor let your holy one | see the pit. 
11 You will show me the | path of life; 
 in your presence there is fullness of joy, and in your right hand are pleasures for- | evermore.  
 

Refrain 
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Second Reading: 1 Peter 1:3-9 
 

3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By his great mercy he has given us a new 
birth into a living hope through the resurrecƟon of Jesus Christ from the dead 4 and into an inher-
itance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you, 5 who are being pro-
tected by the power of God through faith for a salvaƟon ready to be revealed in the last Ɵme. 6 In 
this you rejoice, even if now for a liƩle while you have had to suffer various trials, 7 so that the 
genuineness of your faith—being more precious than gold that, though perishable, is tested by 
fire—may be found to result in praise and glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed. 8 
Although you have not seen him, you love him, and even though you do not see him now, you 
believe in him and rejoice with an indescribable and glorious joy, 9 for you are receiving the out-
come of your faith, the salvaƟon of your souls.  
 

The word of the Lord.   
Thanks be to God. 

 
The congregaƟon is invited to stand 
 

Gospel AcclamaƟon 
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Gospel: John 20:19-31 
 

The holy gospel according to John.  
Glory to you, O Lord 

 

19 When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors were locked where 
the disciples were, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be 
with you.” 20 AŌer he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced 
when they saw the Lord. 21 Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent 
me, so I send you.” 22 When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the 
Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, 
they are retained.” 
 

  24 But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus 
came. 25 So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I 
see the mark of the nails in his hands and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in 
his side, I will not believe.” 
  26 A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although the 
doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 27 Then he 
said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my 
side. Do not doubt but believe.” 28 Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 29 Jesus said to 
him, “Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and 
yet have come to believe.” 
 

  30 Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples that are not wriƩen in this 
book. 31 But these are wriƩen so that you may conƟnue to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the 
Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in his name.  

 

The gospel of the Lord.    
Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

The congregaƟon is seated 
 

Children’s Sermon 
 

Sermon 
R�ÝÖÊÄ�®Ä¦ ãÊ GÊ�’Ý WÊÙ� 

 

The congregaƟon is invited to stand 
 

Hymn of the Day: “We Walk by Faith”  
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Nicene Creed 
 

We believe in one God,  
the Father, the Almighty,  
maker of heaven and earth,  
of all that is, seen and unseen.  

 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  
the only Son of God,  
eternally begoƩen of the Father,  
God from God, Light from Light,  
true God from true God,  
begoƩen, not made,  
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made.  

For us and for our salvaƟon he came down from heaven;  
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary  
and became truly human 
For our sake he was crucified under PonƟus Pilate;  
he suffered death and was buried.  
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures;  
he ascended into heaven  
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  
and his kingdom will have no end.  

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.  
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified.  
who has spoken through the prophets.  
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We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.  
We acknowledge one bapƟsm for the forgiveness of sins.  
We look for the resurrecƟon of the dead,  
and the life of the world to come. Amen 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Prayers of Intercession: 
 

Response:   Merciful God,   
   receive our prayer 

 

The Peace 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 

 
The congregaƟon is seated 
 

Offering is Gathered 
 

Musical Offering: “Aria”           G.F. Handel 
 

Prayer Concerns 
 

Members of our First Lutheran Community: Norm Adams; Glow, Bethany, and Roland Adams; Joyce 
Anderson; Jen Biter; Ardeith Froeberg; June Jahrling; Erika Jerram; Lovequist/Shread family; Kathryn 
McCowan; Don & Britta McNemar; Kerry Meaney; Cynthia Niiler; Joan Niiler, Stacey Reed; Karson Spra-
gue; Valarie Waters. 
 

Friends and Family: Clinton Braganza; Rhona Chen; Emily Dallman; Evan DaRos; Sheila Dumbrowik; Lisa 
Fugger; Giorgi Gabunia; Jay Higham; Josh Kalisa; Sylvia & Chris Lee-Thompson; Nathan Maehl; Pappas 
family; Roland Pesch; Gloria Plamann; Rachel and sons; Frank Raymond; Lynn Reihart;  Brian Schmitz; 
Roger & Margie Schroeder; JoAnn Shade; Fay Sieving; Wilson Viertel; Chip Weinkauf; Jim Wroe; Marlys 
Yu. 
 

For our partners: Santuario Luterano, the Spanish speaking Lutheran congregaƟon in Waltham. For oth-
er organizaƟons we acƟvely support: the Waltham Family School, the Waltham Community Day Center, 
Chaplains on the Way, WATCH, Camp Calumet, and ELCA World Hunger.  

Another way to collect the morning offering. 
 

Our church provides both spiritual, physical and emoƟonal nourishment for 
all who aƩend in person and online. We invite you to consider donaƟng to 
support the mission of our church, as we work to support programs in the 
church, in the community, and for the online community. 
 

You can make your morning offering through credit card by scanning the 
code to the right. 
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The congregaƟon is invited to stand 
 

CongregaƟonal Offertory 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Offering Prayer 
 

Risen One, 
you call us to believe and bear fruit. 
May the gifts that we offer here 
be signs of your abiding love. 
Form us to be your witnesses in the world, 
through Jesus Christ, our true vine.    
Amen. 

About Communion  
 

We believe that Jesus Christ is present in the bread and wine we share and therefore he is the host 
of the meal.  In his name, we welcome all who desire to commune.    
 

· An usher will direct you to come forward, and you may either kneel or stand at the altar rail.   
· Bread: The pastor will place bread in your hands, which you may then consume.  We have gluten 

free bread available; indicate to the pastor/vicar if that is your preference.  
· Wine/Juice: the assistant  will then offer a tray of individual glasses (juice in the center ring). The 

acolyte will follow with a tray for empty glasses.  Also, you may skip the wine altogether trusƟng 
that Christ is fully present in the bread.   

· Children and adults who do not yet commune are welcome to come to the altar for a blessing.    
· If walking is difficult for you, please inform an usher, then stay in your pew and the pastor will 

come to you.  
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S«�Ù®Ä¦ ã«� LÊÙ�’Ý SçÖÖ�Ù 
 
The congregaƟon is invited to stand 
 

The Great Thanksgiving 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy …  
  we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
Holy, Holy, Holy 
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EucharisƟc Prayer 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptaƟon,  

but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom,  

and the power, and the glory,  
forever and ever. Amen 

 

The giŌs of God for the people of God. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
The congregaƟon is seated 
 

Lamb of God 
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DistribuƟon of Communion 
 

Communion Hymns: 
“See My Hands and Feet” 
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“I Received the Living God” 
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The congregaƟon is invited to stand 
 

Post-Communion Prayer 
 

Gracious God, 
in you we live and move and have our being. 
With your word and this meal of grace, 
you have nourished our life together. 
Strengthen us to show your love 
and serve the world in Jesus’ name. 
Amen. 

 
S�Ä�®Ä¦ 

 

BenedicƟon 
 

Sending Hymn: “Thine Is the Glory” 
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Dismissal 
 

Go in peace. Share the good news. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
Postlude: “Toccata on Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”   Michael Burkhardt 
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“For Such a Time as This” 
Zoom book study.  

Wednesdays at 7 pm,  
April 15 & 29, May 13 & 27.  

 

 The author, Hanna Reichel,  draws upon theologians, philosophers, histori-
ans, and advocates the likes of Karl Barth, Reinhold Niebuhr, Dietrich Bon-
hoeffer, and others as they navigated the choppy and dangerous waters of 
Nazi Germany in the 1930s and 40s.   As we process what it means to live in 
the United States in 2026 as polarizaƟon climbs and democraƟc processes 
are weakened, with war and uncertainty constantly in the headlines, this 
book calls itself to be “a guide for ordinary ChrisƟans seeking to live faith-
fully in extraordinary Ɵmes.”.     More details and a Zoom link will be in the 
weekly e-news.     
 

All are welcome to parƟcipate.  

Announcements 
 

Flowers on the altar this morning are given in loving memory of Reinhold Carlson by the board of 
the Nelson Memorial Apartments. 
 

A CelebraƟon: Following worship and a brief Ɵme of fellowship, we will honor the legacy of Rein-
hold Carlson (former member and long-Ɵme Board member of our Nelson Memorial Apartments) 
with the dedicaƟon of a new bench given in Reinhold’s honor, and with a portrait to be hung in the 
fellowship room of the EvereƩ Street apartments.  Following the dedicaƟon, we invite you to join us 
for a pizza lunch in Founder’s Hall where we will be discussing ways in which our ministry of afforda-
ble housing might be beƩer shared among the whole congregaƟon. 
 
Upcoming Adult Forums (9:15 am in the Pearson Room) 
 

· April 19 - Vicar Trevor will be leading a conversaƟon about a resoluƟon being proposed at our 
next annual synod assembly by our synod’s Green Team.   Among other things, the resoluƟon 
calls for more resources to be allocaƟon toward environmental concerns. 

· April 26 - Pastor Maehl will conƟnue a Bible study on the BeaƟtudes. 

· May 3 - Bishop Nathan Pipho will be the guest at our Adult Forum and preacher in worship 

· May 10 - Pastor Maehl will conƟnue a Bible study on the BeaƟtudes. 
 

Coffee Hosts Needed!  Can you help foster community by hosting coffee? Sign up in the Pearson 
Room or by using the link in the This Week email.   First time hosting?  We’re happy to provide in-
struction. 
 
Can you help take care of our Blessing Box? We could use help checking the sidewalk box—refilling 
it with items from the Pearson Room and occasionally emptying out some items.  You can find a sign 
up in our This Week email. Thank you! 
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Copyright InformaƟon 
 

Liturgical Music from Evangelical Lutheran Worship ©2006 Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. Reprinted and 
Livestreamed by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SB147106. 
 

Worship Texts: Copyright © 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted and Livestreamed by permission 
under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SB147106. 
 

Scripture: New Revised Standard Version Updated EdiƟon, Copyright © 2021, NaƟonal Council of Churches of Christ in 
the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide. 
 

Psalm refrain and tone reproduced by permission from Psalter for Worship Year A © 2007 Augsburg Fortress 
 

Hymns as below. Reprinted and Livestreamed with permission under OneLicense.net License Number: A-709997 or 
CCLI License #20823990.  All rights reserved. 
 

“Now We Join in CelebraƟon” 
Text: Joel W. Lundeen, 1918-1990 © Joel W. Lundeen, admin. Augsburg Fortress 
Music: Johann Cruger, 1598-1662 
 
 

“Halle, Halle, Hallelujah” 
Music Caribbean tradiƟonal; arr. Mark Sedio, b. 1954 © 1995 Augsburg Fortress 
 
 

“Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds” 
Text: Paul Z. Strodach, 1876-1947, alt. © 1958 Service Book and Hymnal, admin. Augsburg Fortress 
Music: Geistliche Kirchengesange, Koln, 1623 
 

“We Walk by Faith” 
Test Henry Alford, 1810-1871, alt. 
Music: Mary Haugen , b. 1950 © 1984 GIA PublicaƟons, Inc. 
 

“Touch the Soothes and Heals” 
Text: Mary Louise Bringle © 2002 GIA PublicaƟons, Inc. 
Music: Gregg DeMey, b. 1972 © 2008  Re:Create Music, admin. Faith Alive Chrisitan Resources 
 

“I Received the Living God” 
Text and melody: Anonymous 
Arrangement: David Cherwien © 1998 Augsburg Fortress 
 

“Thine Is the Glory” 
Text: Edmond Budry, 1854-1932; tr. R. Birch Hoyle, 1875-1939 
Music: George Frideric Handel, 1685-1759 
 
 

Other music Livestreamed under OneLicense.net License Number: A-709997  
Postlude 
“Toccata on Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow”  Michael Burkardt  © 1989 Moring Star Music Publishers 

VacaƟon Bible School 
July 6-10 

 
Ages 3 and older 

 
Mark your calendars! 
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First	Lutheran’s	Welcome	Statement:		 

 
 
Walking	 together	 in	 God’s	 love,	 we	 rejoice	 in	 the	 diversity	 of	 God’s	
wonderfully	 made	 children.	 We	 celebrate	 lesbian,	 gay,	 bisexual,	
transgender,	queer,	 intersex,	asexual,	and	non-binary	people	and	all	

members	of	our	human	 family	 regardless	of	 sexual	orientation,	gender	 identity	and	expression,	 race,	
ethnicity,	 age,	marital	 status,	 physical	 and	mental	 ability,	 faith	 history,	 economic	 status,	 education,	
family	configuration,	or	immigration	status.	We	renounce	the	sin	of	racism	and	all	forms	of	discrimina-
tion.	We	welcome	 all	 to	 join	 us	 in	worship,	 leadership,	 participation	 in	 rites	 and	 sacraments	 of	 the	
church,	and	fellowship	on	our	journey	of	nurturing	faith,	doing	justice,	and	serving	all.	 


