
   

 

All gather in silence. 
 
 

Prayer of the Day 
 

Almighty God,  look with mercy on your family for whom our Lord Jesus Christ was willing to be 
betrayed and to be given over to the hands of sinners and to suffer death on the cross, who now 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.   
Amen. 

 

Reading:  Isaiah 52:13—53:12 
 

 13See, my servant shall prosper; 
  he shall be exalted and liŌed up, 
  and shall be very high. 
 14Just as there were many who were astonished at him 
  —so marred was his appearance, beyond human semblance,  

and his form beyond that of mortals— 
 15so he shall startle many naƟons; 
  kings shall shut their mouths because of him; 
 for that which had not been told them they shall see, 
  and that which they had not heard they shall contemplate. 
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With	 the	 Good	 Friday	 liturgy	 we	 continue	 our	 celebration	 of	 the	 Three	
Days	of	Jesus’	suffering,	death,	and	resurrection.	Though	we	devoutly	gather	
to	recall	our	Lord’s	passion,	we	celebrate	the	wonder	and	mystery	of	the	cross	in	the	sure	hope	of	
the	resurrection. 

At	the	heart	of	tonight's	liturgy	is	the	passion	reading	according	to	John,	which	proclaims	Jesus	
as	a	triumphant	king	who	reigns	from	the	cross.	The	ancient	title	for	this	day	-	the	triumph	of	the	
cross	-	reminds	us	that	the	church	gathers	not	to	mourn	this	day	but	to	celebrate	Christ’s	life-giving	
passion	and	to	ϔind	strength	and	hope	in	him.		 

In	the	ancient	Bidding	Prayer	we	offer	petitions	for	the	whole	world	for	which	Christ	died.	Final-
ly	we	honor	the	cross	as	the	sign	of	the	world’s	redemption;	from	it	ϔlows	forgiveness,	healing,	and	
salvation.		We	acclaim	the	cross	as	the	tree	of	life,	for	as	Christ	vanquishes	death	and	evil	the	world	
is	given	new	birth	and	a	living	hope.	 

We	depart	from	the	sanctuary	in	silence,	ready	to	return	for	the	Vigil	of	Easter	and	the	culmina-
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 53:1Who has believed what we have heard? 
  And to whom has the arm of the LÊÙ� been revealed? 
 2For he grew up before him like a young plant, 
  and like a root out of dry ground; 
 he had no form or majesty that we should look at him, 
  nothing in his appearance that we should desire him. 
 3He was despised and rejected by others; 
  a man of suffering and acquainted with infirmity; 
 and as one from whom others hide their faces 
  he was despised, and we held him of no account. 
 

 4Surely he has borne our infirmiƟes and carried our diseases; 
 yet we accounted him stricken, 
  struck down by God, and afflicted. 
 5But he was wounded for our transgressions, 
  crushed for our iniquiƟes; 
 upon him was the punishment that made us whole, 
  and by his bruises we are healed. 
 6All we like sheep have gone astray; 
  we have all turned to our own way, 
 and the LÊÙ� has laid on him 
  the iniquity of us all. 
 

 7He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, 
  yet he did not open his mouth; 
 like a lamb that is led to the slaughter, 
  and like a sheep that before its shearers is silent, 
  so he did not open his mouth. 
 8By a perversion of jusƟce he was taken away. 
  Who could have imagined his future? 
 For he was cut off from the land of the living, 
  stricken for the transgression of my people. 
 9They made his grave with the wicked 
  and his tomb with the rich, 
 although he had done no violence, 
  and there was no deceit in his mouth. 
 

 10Yet it was the will of the LÊÙ� to crush him with pain. 
 When you make his life an offering for sin, 
  he shall see his offspring, and shall prolong his days; 
 through him the will of the LÊÙ� shall prosper. 
  11Out of his anguish he shall see light; 
 he shall find saƟsfacƟon through his knowledge. 
  The righteous one, my servant, shall make many righteous,  

and he shall bear their iniquiƟes. 
 12Therefore I will allot him a porƟon with the great, 
  and he shall divide the spoil with the strong; 
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 because he poured out himself to death, 
  and was numbered with the transgressors; 
 yet he bore the sin of many, 
  and made intercession for the transgressors.  
 

The word of the Lord.     
Thanks be to God. 

 
The congregaƟon is invited to stand 
 

Hymn: “Go to Dark Gethsemane”   verses 1-3 
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The congregaƟon is seated 
 

Reading: Hebrews 4:14-16; 5:7-9 
 

14Since we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus, the Son of God, 
let us hold fast to our confession. 15For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize 
with our weaknesses, but we have one who in every respect has been tested as we are, yet with-
out sin. 16Let us therefore approach the throne of grace with boldness, so that we may receive 
mercy and find grace to help in Ɵme of need. 
 5:7In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and supplicaƟons, with loud cries and tears, 
to the one who was able to save him from death, and he was heard because of his reverent sub-
mission. 8Although he was a Son, he learned obedience through what he suffered; 9and having 
been made perfect, he became the source of eternal salvaƟon for all who obey him. 
 

The word of the Lord.     
Thanks be to God. 
 

The Passion: John 18:1—19:42 
 

In the Garden, Betrayed by Judas 
   Hymn: “Ah, Holy Jesus” (verse 1)  
 
Peter’s Denial in the Courtyard of the High Priest 
   Hymn: “Ah, Holy Jesus” (verse 2) 
 
Jesus and Pilate 
   Hymn: “Ah, Holy Jesus” (verse 3) 
 
“Crucify Him!” 
   Hymn: “Ah, Holy Jesus” (verse 4) 
 
Golgotha 
   Hymn: “Ah, Holy Jesus” (verse 5) 
 
The Tomb 
 

The Gospel of the Lord 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
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Hymn: “Were You There” verses 1,2,5  
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ReflecƟon 
 

The congregaƟon is invited to stand 
 

Hymn: “O Sacred Head, Now Wounded” 
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Bidding Prayer: 
 

Let us pray, siblings in Christ, for the holy church throughout the world. 
 

Silent prayer. 
 

Almighty and eternal God, you have shown your glory to all naƟons in Jesus Christ. By your Holy 
Spirit guide the church and gather it from the naƟons. Help it to persevere in faith, proclaim your 
name, and bring the good news of salvaƟon in Christ to all places. We ask this through Christ our 
Lord. 
Amen. 
 
Let us pray for Yehiel and Nathan, our bishops, for Tom, our pastor, for all servants of the church, 
and for all the people of God. 
 

Silent prayer. 
 

Almighty and eternal God, your Spirit guides the church and makes it holy. Strengthen and uphold 
our bishops, pastors, other ministers, and lay leaders. Keep them in health and safety for the 
good of the church, and help them to do faithfully the work to which you have called them. We 
ask this through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

Let us pray for those preparing for bapƟsm. 
 

Silent prayer. 
 

Almighty and eternal God, you conƟnue to bless the church. Increase the faith and understanding 
of those preparing for bapƟsm. Give all your children new birth and keep them in faith toward 
you and in communion with one another in your church. We ask this through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

Let us pray for our siblings in Christ in other churches who share our faith in Jesus Christ. 
 

Silent prayer. 
 

Almighty and eternal God, you give your church unity. Look with favor on all who follow Jesus 
your Son. Make one all who share in faith, and keep us united in the fellowship of love. We ask 
this through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

Let us pray for the Jewish people, the first to hear the word of God and to receive God’s law. 
 

Silent prayer. 
 

Almighty and eternal God, long ago you gave your promise to Abraham and your law to Moses. 
Hear our prayers that the people you called and elected as your own may receive the fulfillment 
of the covenant’s promises. We ask this through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 



 9 

Let us pray for those who do not share our faith in Christ Jesus. 
 

Silent prayer. 
 

Almighty and eternal God, gather into your embrace all those who call out to you under different 
names. Bring an end to inter-religious strife, and make us more perfect witnesses of the love 
made known to us in your Son. We ask this through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

Let us pray for those who do not believe in God. 
 

Silent prayer. 
 

Almighty and eternal God, you created humanity so that all may long to know you and find peace 
in you. Grant that others may recognize the signs of your love and grace in the world and in the 
lives of ChrisƟans, and gladly acknowledge you as the one true God. We ask this through Christ 
our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
Let us pray for those who serve in public office. 
 

Silent prayer. 
 

Almighty and eternal God, you are the champion of the poor and oppressed. In your goodness, 
give wisdom to those in authority, so that all people may enjoy jusƟce, peace, freedom, and a 
share in the goodness of your creaƟon. We ask this through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

Let us pray for those in need. 
 

Silent prayer. 
 

Almighty and eternal God, you give strength to the weary and new courage to those who have 
lost heart. Hear the prayers of all who call on you in any trouble, that they may have the joy of 
receiving your help in their need. We ask this through Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 
 
Finally, let us pray for all those things for which our Lord would have us ask, saying: 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptaƟon, 

but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
The congregaƟon is seated 
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Procession of the Cross: 
 

The following versicle is sung three Ɵmes as the cross is brought up to the altar 
 
 
Cantor: 
 
 
 
 
CongregaƟon: 
 
 
 
 
 
Solemn Reproaches 

 

O my people, O my church, What have I done to you, or in what have I offended you? Answer 
me! I led you forth from the land of Egypt and delivered you by the waters of bapƟsm, but you 
have prepared a cross for your Savior. 
 

Refrain A    p 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I led you through the desert forty years, and fed you with manna: I brought you through tribula-
Ɵon and penitence, and gave you my body, the bread of heaven, but you have prepared a cross 
for your Savior. 
 

Refrain  A    p 
 

What more could I have done for you that I have not done? I planted you, my chosen and fairest 
vineyard, I made you the branches of my vine: but when I was thirsty, you gave me vinegar to 
drink and pierced with a spear the side of your Savior, and you have prepared a cross for your 
Savior. 
 

Refrain A    mp 
 

I went before you in a pillar of cloud, and you have led me to the judgement hall of Pilate. I 
scourged your enemies and brought you to a land of freedom, but you have scourged, mocked, 
and beaten me. I gave you the water of salvaƟon from the rock, but you have given me gall and 
leŌ me to thirst, and you have prepared a cross for your Savior. 
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Refrain B    mf 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I gave you a royal scepter, and bestowed the keys to the kingdom, but you have given me a 
crown of thorns. I raised you on high with great power, but you have prepared a cross for your 
Savior. 
 

Refrain B    p 
 

My peace I gave, which the world cannot give, and washed your feet as a sign of my love, but you 
draw the sword to strike in my name and seek high places in my kingdom. I offered you my body 
and blood, but you scaƩer and deny and abandon me, and you have prepared a cross for you 
Savior. 
 

Refrain B    mp 
 

I sent the Spirit of truth to guide you, and you close your hearts to the Counselor. I pray that all 
may be one in the Father and me, but you conƟnue to quarrel and divide. I call you to go and 
bring forth fruit, but you cast lots for my clothing, and you have prepared a cross for your Savior. 
 

Refrain A    p 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I graŌed you into the tree of my chosen Israel, and you turned on them with persecuƟon and 
mass murder. I made you joint heirs with them of my covenants but you made the scapegoats for 
your own guilt, and you have prepared a cross for your Savior. 
 

Refrain A    mf 
 

I cam to you as the least of your brothers and sisters; I was hungry and you gave me no food, I 
was thirsty and you gave me no drink, I was a stranger and you did not welcome me, naked and 
you did not clothe me, sick and in prison and you did not visit me, and you have prepared a cross 
for your Savior. 
 

Refrain A    pp   soƩo voce 
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AŌer a Ɵme of silence, the presiding minister conƟnues: 
 

We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you.  
By your holy cross you have redeemed the world. 

 
All stand and sing, proclaiming the triumph of the cross.  
 

Sing my tongue the glorious baƩle; 
tell the triumph far and wide; 
tell aloud the wondrous story 
of the cross, the Crucified; 
tell how Christ, the world’s redeemer, 
vanquished death the day he died. 
Faithful cross, true sign of triumph 
be for all the noblest tree; 
symbol of the world’s redempƟon, 
for your burden makes us free. 
 

Hymn: “There in God’s Garden” 
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Go in peace or remain to pray 
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First	Lutheran’s	RIC	Welcome	Statement:		 
 
Walking	 together	 in	God’s	 love,	we	 rejoice	 in	
the	 diversity	 of	 God’s	wonderfully	made	 chil-
dren.	 We	 celebrate	 lesbian,	 gay,	 bisexual,	
transgender,	queer,	intersex,	asexual,	and	non
-binary	people	and	all	members	of	our	human	

family	regardless	of	sexual	orientation,	gender	identity	and	expression,	race,	
ethnicity,	age,	marital	status,	physical	and	mental	ability,	 faith	history,	eco-
nomic	status,	education,	family	configuration,	or	immigration	status.	We	re-
nounce	the	sin	of	racism	and	all	 forms	of	discrimination.	We	welcome	all	to	
join	 us	 in	worship,	 leadership,	 participation	 in	 rites	 and	 sacraments	 of	 the	
church,	 and	 fellowship	on	our	 journey	of	nurturing	 faith,	 doing	 justice,	 and	
serving	all.	 


