
   

Prelude: “Simple GiŌs/I Danced in the Morning” 
American Shaker melody/ arr. J. Wayne Kerr 

 

Welcome and Announcements 
 

G�ã«�Ù®Ä¦ ®Ä GÊ�’Ý PÙ�Ý�Ä�� 
 

The congregaƟon is invited to stand 
 

Confession and Forgiveness 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures forever. 
Amen. 
 

God of all mercy and consolaƟon,  
come to the help of your people,  
turning us from our sin to live for you alone.  
Give us the power of your Holy Spirit  
that we may confess our sin,  
receive your forgiveness,  
and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

Silence is kept for reflecƟon. 
 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are capƟve to sin and cannot free ourselves.  
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed,  
by what we have done and by what we have leŌ undone.  
We have not loved you with our whole heart;  
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us,  
so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways,  
to the glory of your holy name.  Amen. 
 

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, 
and made us alive together with Christ.  
By grace you have been saved.   
In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven.  
Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit,  
that Christ may live in your hearts through faith.    
Amen. 

FiŌh Sunday of Easter 
May 3, 2026 

Welcome!  
We delight in having guests and are glad that you have joined us today.  
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Gathering Hymn: “To Be Your Presence” 

GreeƟng: 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,  The love of God,  
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
 

And also with you. 
 

Kyrie 
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Hymn of Praise 
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The Prayer of the Day 
 

Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the life. Give us grace to love one 
another, to follow in the way of his commandments, and to share his risen life with all the world, 
for he lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.   
Amen. 
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H��Ù®Ä¦ GÊ�’Ý WÊÙ� 
 
The congregaƟon is seated 
 

First Reading: Acts 7:55-60 
 

55 Filled with the Holy Spirit, [Stephen] gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God and Jesus 
standing at the right hand of God. 56 “Look,” he said, “I see the heavens opened and the Son of 
Man standing at the right hand of God!” 57 But they covered their ears, and with a loud shout all 
rushed together against him. 58 Then they dragged him out of the city and began to stone him, 
and the witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young man named Saul. 59 While they were 
stoning Stephen, he prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” 60 Then he knelt down and cried out 
in a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” When he had said this, he died.  
 

The word of the Lord.   
Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm: Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16 
 

Refrain:  
 
 
 
 
 

Tone: 
 
 
 
 

Refrain 
 

1 In you, O LÊÙ�, have I taken refuge; let me never be | put to shame; 
 deliver me | in your righteousness. 
2 Incline your | ear to me; 
 make haste to de- | liver me. 
3 Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe, for you are my crag | and my stronghold; 
 for the sake of your name, lead | me and guide me. 
4 Take me out of the net that they have secretly | set for me, 
 for you are my tow- | er of strength.  
 

Refrain 
 

5 Into your hands I com- | mend my spirit, 
 for you have redeemed me, O LÊÙ�, | God of truth. 
15 My Ɵmes are | in your hand; 
 rescue me from the hand of my enemies, and from those who | persecute me. 
16 Let your face shine up- | on your servant; 
 save me in your | steadfast love.”  
 

Refrain  
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Second Reading: 1 Peter 2:2-10 
 

2 Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow into salva-
Ɵon—3 if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good. 
  4 Come to him, a living stone, though rejected by mortals yet chosen and precious in God’s 
sight, and 5 like living stones let yourselves be built into a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, 
to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 6 For it stands in scripture: 
 “See, I am laying in Zion a stone, 
  a cornerstone chosen and precious, 
 and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.”7 This honor, then, is for you who be-
lieve, but for those who do not believe, 
 “The stone that the builders rejected 
  has become the very head of the corner,” 
8 and 
 “A stone that makes them stumble 
  and a rock that makes them fall.” 
They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were desƟned to do. 
  9 But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy naƟon, God’s own people, in order 
that you may proclaim the excellence of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous 
light. 
 10 Once you were not a people, 
  but now you are God’s people; 
 once you had not received mercy, 
  but now you have received mercy.  
 

The word of the Lord.   
Thanks be to God. 

 

The congregaƟon is invited to stand 
 

Gospel AcclamaƟon 
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Gospel: John 14:1-14 
 

The holy gospel according to John.   
Glory to you, O Lord 

 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1 “Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in 
me. 2 In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, would I have told you 
that I go to prepare a place for you? 3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again 
and will take you to myself, so that where I am, there you may be also. 4 And you know the way 
to the place where I am going.” 5 Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are go-
ing. How can we know the way?” 6 Jesus said to him, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No 
one comes to the Father except through me. 7 If you know me, you will know my Father also. 
From now on you do know him and have seen him.” 
  8 Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be saƟsfied.” 9 Jesus said to him, 
“Have I been with you all this Ɵme, Philip, and you sƟll do not know me? Whoever has seen me 
has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10 Do you not believe that I am in the 
Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own, but the Fa-
ther who dwells in me does his works. 11 Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father is in 
me, but if you do not, then believe because of the works themselves. 12 Very truly, I tell you, the 
one who believes in me will also do the works that I do and, in fact, will do greater works than 
these, because I am going to the Father. 13 I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Fa-
ther may be glorified in the Son. 14 If in my name you ask me for anything, I will do it.”  
 

The gospel of the Lord.     
Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

The congregaƟon is seated 
 

Children’s Sermon 
 

Sermon 
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R�ÝÖÊÄ�®Ä¦ ãÊ GÊ�’Ý WÊÙ� 
 

The congregaƟon is invited to stand 
 

Hymn of the Day: “Christ Is Made the Sure FoundaƟon” 
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Nicene Creed 
 

We believe in one God,  
the Father, the Almighty,  
maker of heaven and earth,  
of all that is, seen and unseen.  

 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  
the only Son of God,  
eternally begoƩen of the Father,  
God from God, Light from Light,  
true God from true God,  
begoƩen, not made,  
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made.  

For us and for our salvaƟon he came down from heaven;  
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary  
and became truly human 
For our sake he was crucified under PonƟus Pilate;  
he suffered death and was buried.  
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures;  
he ascended into heaven  
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  
and his kingdom will have no end.  

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.  
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified.  
who has spoken through the prophets.  
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.  
We acknowledge one bapƟsm for the forgiveness of sins.  
We look for the resurrecƟon of the dead,  
and the life of the world to come. Amen 

 
Prayers of Intercession: 
 

Response:   Merciful God,   
   receive our prayer 

 

Prayer Concerns 
 

Members of our First Luther-
an Community: Norm Adams; 
Glow, Bethany, and Roland 
Adams; Joyce Anderson; Jen 
Biter; Ardeith Froeberg; June 
Jahrling; Erika Jerram; 
Lovequist/Shread family; 
Kathryn McCowan; Don & Brit-
ta McNemar; Kerry Meaney; 
Cynthia Niiler; Joan Niiler, 
Stacey Reed; Karson Sprague; 
Valarie Waters. 
 

Friends and Family: Clinton 
Braganza; Rhona Chen; Emily 
Dallman; Evan DaRos; Sheila 
Dumbrowik; Wendy Fournier; 
Lisa Fugger; Jay Higham; Josh 
Kalisa; Sylvia & Chris Lee-
Thompson; Nathan Maehl; 
Pappas family; Roland Pesch; 
Rachel and sons; Lynn Reihart; 
Brian Schmitz; Roger & Margie 
Schroeder; JoAnn Shade; Fay 
Sieving; Lynn Smith; Wilson 
Viertel; Chip Weinkauf; Jim 
Wroe; Marlys Yu. 
 

Thanksgiving for healing: Glo-
ria Plamann; Giorgi Gabunia;  
 

For those who grieve: the 
family and friends of Dawn 
Osness (cousin of Catherine 
Sukow) 
 

For our partners: Santuario 
Luterano, the Spanish speak-
ing Lutheran congregaƟon in 
Waltham. For other organiza-
Ɵons we acƟvely support: the 
Waltham Family School, the 
Waltham Community Day 
Center, Chaplains on the Way, 
WATCH, Camp Calumet, and 
ELCA World Hunger.  
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The Peace 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 

 

The congregaƟon is seated 
 

Offering is Gathered 
 

Musical Offering: “God Has Work for Us to Do”     Carl P. Daw/Mark A. Miller 
 

The congregaƟon is invited to stand 
 

CongregaƟonal Offertory 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Offering Prayer 
 

Risen One, 
you call us to believe and bear fruit. 
May the gifts that we offer here 
be signs of your abiding love. 
Form us to be your witnesses in the world, 
through Jesus Christ, our true vine.    
Amen. 

Another way to collect the morning offering. 
 

Our church provides both spiritual, physical and emoƟonal nourishment for 
all who aƩend in person and online. We invite you to consider donaƟng to 
support the mission of our church, as we work to support programs in the 
church, in the community, and for the online community. 
 

You can make your morning offering through credit card by scanning the 
code to the right. 
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S«�Ù®Ä¦ ã«� LÊÙ�’Ý SçÖÖ�Ù 
 
The congregaƟon is invited to stand 
 

The Great Thanksgiving 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy …  
  we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

About Communion  
 

We believe that Jesus Christ is present in the bread and wine we share and therefore he is the host 
of the meal.  In his name, we welcome all who desire to commune.    
 

· An usher will direct you to come forward, and you may either kneel or stand at the altar rail.   
· Bread: The pastor will place bread in your hands, which you may then consume.  We have gluten 

free bread available; indicate to the pastor/vicar if that is your preference.  
· Wine/Juice: the assistant  will then offer a tray of individual glasses (juice in the center ring). The 

acolyte will follow with a tray for empty glasses.  Also, you may skip the wine altogether trusƟng 
that Christ is fully present in the bread.   

· Children and adults who do not yet commune are welcome to come to the altar for a blessing.    
· If walking is difficult for you, please inform an usher, then stay in your pew and the pastor will 

come to you.  
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Holy, Holy, Holy 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
EucharisƟc Prayer 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptaƟon,  

but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom,  

and the power, and the glory,  
forever and ever. Amen 
 

The giŌs of God for the people of God. 
Thanks be to God. 
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The congregaƟon is seated 
 

Lamb of God 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DistribuƟon of Communion 
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Communion Hymns: 
“O Christ, Surround Me” 
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“Lord Jesus, You Shall Be My Song” 
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“Making Their Way” 
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The congregaƟon is invited to stand 
 

Post-Communion Prayer 
 

Gracious God, 
in you we live and move and have our being. 
With your word and this meal of grace, you have nourished our life together. 
Strengthen us to show your love and serve the world in Jesus’ name.    Amen. 

Copyright InformaƟon 
 

Liturgical Music from Evangelical Lutheran Worship ©2006 Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. Reprinted and 
Livestreamed by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SB147106. 
 

Worship Texts: Copyright © 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted and Livestreamed by permission 
under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SB147106. 
 

Scripture: New Revised Standard Version Updated EdiƟon, Copyright © 2021, NaƟonal Council of Churches of Christ in 
the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide. 
 

Psalm refrain and tone reproduced by permission from Psalter for Worship Year A © 2007 Augsburg Fortress 
 

Hymns as below. Reprinted and Livestreamed with permission under OneLicense.net License Number: A-709997 or 
CCLI License #20823990.  All rights reserved. 
 

“Now We Join in CelebraƟon” 
Text: Joel W. Lundeen, 1918-1990 © Joel W. Lundeen, admin. Augsburg Fortress 
Music: Johann Cruger, 1598-1662 
 

“Halle, Halle, Hallelujah” 
Music Caribbean tradiƟonal; arr. Mark Sedio, b. 1954 © 1995 Augsburg Fortress 
 

“To Be Your Presence” 
Text: Delores Dufner, OSB, b. 1939 © 2000 GIA PublicaƟons, Inc. 
Music: Charles V. Stanford, 1852-1924 
 

“Christ Is Made the Sure FoundaƟon” 
Text” LaƟn hymn, c. 7th cent.; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-1866, alt. 
Music: Henry Purcell, 1659-1695; arr. Ernest Hawkins, 1802-1868 
 

“God, Be the Love to Search and Keep Me/ O Christ Surround Me” 
Text and music: Richard Bruxvoort Colligan, b. 1937 © 2004 This Here Music, admin. Augsburg Fortress 
 

“Lord Jesus, You Shall Be My Song” 
Text: Les PeƟtes Soeurs de Jesus and L’Arche Comminity; tr. Stephen Somerville, b. 1931 
Music: Les PeƟtes Soeurs de Jesus and L’Arche Community 
Text and music © 1987 Les PeƟtes Soeurs de Jesus, admin. Augsburg Fortress 
Tr. © 1970 Stephen Somerville, admin. Augsburg Fortress 
 

“Making Their Way” 
Text: Delores Dufner, OSB, b. 1939 © 2011 GIA PublicaƟons, Inc. 
Music: A. Valerius, Nederlandtsch Gedenckclank, 1626; arr. Adrian Engels, 1906-2003 © 1967 Gooi en SƟcht, BV, Baarn, 
The Netherlands, admin. OCP 
 

“My Life Flows On in Endless Song” 
Text and Music: Robert Lowry, 1826-1899 
 

Other music Livestreamed under OneLicense.net License Number: A-709997  
Prelude: “Simple GiŌs/I Danced in the Morning” American Shaker melody/arr. J. Wayne Kerr © 2000 Augsburg Fortress  
Musical offering: “God Has Work for Us to Do” 
Text: Carl P. Daw, Jr. © 1996 Hope Publishing Co. 
Music: Mark A. Miller © 2012 Choristers Guild 
Postlude: “How Can I Keep from Singing” Robert Lowry/arr. Jeremy Young © 2000 Augsburg Fortress 
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S�Ä�®Ä¦ 
 

BenedicƟon 
 

Sending Hymn: “My Life Flows On in Endless Song” 
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Announcements 
 

This morning please welcome Bishop Nathan Pipho, our New England Synod Bishop.  We give 
thanks for his ministry and pray that God will conƟnue to give him strength, courage, and insight in 
serving his important public office.  
 

Work Day, Saturday May 16, 9:00 am to 12:30 pm: Members of the property team invite you to 
help with Spring Clean up. Tasks to choose from include: spring gardening, dusƟng, polishing pews, 
yardwork, washing windows, etc. We will provide pizza! Note that you do not need to stay the 
whole Ɵme,  an hour or two of help would be much appreciated. 
 

A Sustainability Event, Sunday, May 17, AŌer worship: Please join us on for a program focused on 
sustainability, and what we can do as individuals to help heal our planet.  The day’s events include a 
presentaƟon from our community partner, Waltham Fields Community Farm about ways to partner 
with them, and their work within the community. Also we will have a series of tesƟmonies from fel-
low congregants about what they are doing in their households to help ease contribuƟons to global 
warming.  We will also have fun craŌ acƟviƟes for youth; and our first annual Book Swap!   If you 
are interested in contribuƟng books to the Book Swap, please be sure to drop them off at Church 
by Sunday, May 10th. We hope you all can make it! 
 

Spring Garden Help Needed! Cynthia will be working in the garden every weekend for the next two 
months and could use your help in caring for the church grounds.  You can work alongside Cynthia 
or get a task from her and work on your own Ɵme. Current projects include: 

· Pruning shrubs 
· Edging garden beds 
· Spreading mulch 
· PlanƟng leŌover Easter bulbs 

Talk to Cynthia for more informaƟon and check the “This Week” newsleƩer each Thursday for what 
days she will be in the garden on the upcoming weekend. 
 

Upcoming Adult Forums (9:15 am in the Pearson Room): May 10 & 24 - Pastor Maehl will conƟnue 
a Bible study on the BeaƟtudes.  On May 17 we will address issues of affordable housing. 
 

Coffee Hosts Needed!  Can you help foster community by hosting coffee? Sign up in the Pearson 
Room or by using the link in the This Week email.   First time hosting?  We’re happy to provide in-
struction. 
 

Can you help take care of our Blessing Box? We could use help checking the sidewalk box—refilling 
it with items from the Pearson Room and occasionally emptying out some items.  You can find a sign 
up in our This Week email. Thank you! 

Dismissal 
 

Go in peace. Share the good news. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
Postlude: “How Can I Keep from Singing”     Robert Lowry/arr. Jeremy Young 
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First	Lutheran’s	Welcome	Statement:		 

 
 
Walking	 together	 in	 God’s	 love,	 we	 rejoice	 in	 the	 diversity	 of	 God’s	
wonderfully	 made	 children.	 We	 celebrate	 lesbian,	 gay,	 bisexual,	
transgender,	queer,	 intersex,	asexual,	and	non-binary	people	and	all	

members	of	our	human	 family	 regardless	of	 sexual	orientation,	gender	 identity	and	expression,	 race,	
ethnicity,	 age,	 marital	 status,	 physical	 and	mental	 ability,	 faith	 history,	 economic	 status,	 education,	
family	configuration,	or	immigration	status.	We	renounce	the	sin	of	racism	and	all	forms	of	discrimina-
tion.	We	welcome	 all	 to	 join	 us	 in	worship,	 leadership,	 participation	 in	 rites	 and	 sacraments	 of	 the	
church,	and	fellowship	on	our	journey	of	nurturing	faith,	doing	justice,	and	serving	all.	 

“For Such a Time as This” Zoom book study.  
Wednesdays at 7 pm, April 15 & 29, May 13 & 27.  

 

 The author, Hanna Reichel,  draws upon theologians, philosophers, historians, and 
advocates the likes of Karl Barth, Reinhold Niebuhr, Dietrich Bonhoeffer, and others as 
they navigated the choppy and dangerous waters of Nazi Germany in the 1930s and 
40s.   As we process what it means to live in the United States in 2026 as polarizaƟon 
climbs and democraƟc processes are weakened, with war and uncertainty constantly 
in the headlines, this book calls itself to be “a guide for ordinary ChrisƟans seeking to 
live faithfully in extraordinary Ɵmes.”. A  Zoom link will be in the weekly e-news.     
 

All are welcome to parƟcipate.  

Centennial Campaign—CelebraƟng Blessings Thus Far 
 

Sunday, May 31—Following 10:30 am worship 
 

It has been a year since we began our Centennial Campaign.   Join us as we 
give thanks for the accomplishments to date including: the repair and restora-
Ɵon of our stained glass windows, completed architectural drawings for the 
Pearson Room renovaƟon project, and the replacement of the sanctuary liŌ. 
We will also describe our process for applying for Community PreservaƟon 
Funds from the City of Waltham and give an update on financial giŌs and 
pledges offered to date.    

VacaƟon Bible School 
July 6-10 

 

Ages 3 and older 
 

To register and for more informaƟon  
use this QR code!  


