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Today’s Worship Leaders
Pastor
  Tom Maehl
Vicar
  Trevor Boe
Musician
  Cynthia Niiler
Assistant Minister
  Sandy Hebert
Acolyte
  Zander Diaz
Lector
  Emily Codner
Ushers
  ?????
A/V
  Ted Sjodin
Altar Care
  Dee Speer

Finding your way around 
our hymnals: 
page ### ‐ are the small 
numbers at the bottom of 
the page in the front of our 
red hymnal (ELW) or purple 
hymnal (ACS)
Hymn ### ‐ are the large 
numbers at the top the 
page at the back of our red 
or purple hymnals. Hymn 
#s over 900 are in the 
purple book.
Don’t want to juggle 
hymnals?: Our enlarged 
print bulletin has 
everything laid out in it. 
Pick one up at the ushers’ 
table.

Eighth Sunday after Pentecost
July 19, 2026

Prelude

Welcome and Announcements

GATHERING IN GOD’S PRESENCE

The congregation is invited to stand

Confession and Forgiveness

Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God,
the God of manna,  the God of miracles,  the God of mercy.
Amen.

Drawn to Christ and seeking God’s abundance,
let us confess our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.

God, our provider,
help us.
It is hard to believe there is enough to share.
We question your ways when they differ from the ways
of the world in which we live.
We turn to our own understanding
rather than trusting in you.
We take offense at your teachings and your ways.
Turn us again to you.
Where else can we turn?
Share with us the words of eternal life
and feed us for life in the world.
Amen.

Beloved people of God:
in Jesus, the manna from heaven,
you are fed and nourished.
By Jesus, the worker of miracles,
there is always more than enough.
Through Jesus, the bread of life,
you are shown God’s mercy:
you are forgiven and loved into abundant life.
Amen.
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Gathering Hymn: “God Is Here Today”        Hymn 993
Hymn #’s over 900 are in the soft cover purple hymnal

Greeting

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, The love of God 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you.

Hymn of Praise: “Glory to God”
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The Prayer of the Day

Faithful God, most merciful judge, you care for your children with firmness and compassion. 
By your Spirit nurture us who live in your kingdom, that we may be rooted in the way of 
your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

HEARING GOD’S WORD

 The congregation is seated

First Reading: Isaiah 44:6‐8
 Thus says the Lord, the King of Israel,
  and his Redeemer, the Lord of hosts:
 I am the first, and I am the last;
  besides me there is no god.
 Who is like me? Let them proclaim it;
  let them declare and set it forth before me.
 Who has announced from of old the things to come?
  Let them tell us what is yet to be.
 Do not fear or be afraid;
  have I not told you from of old and declared it?
  You are my witnesses!
 Is there any god besides me?
  There is no other rock; I know not one.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Psalm: Psalm 86:11‐17
Teach me your way, O Lord, and I will walk in your truth;
 give me an undivided heart to re vere your name.
I will thank you, O Lord my God, with all my heart,
 and glorify your name forevermore. 
For great is your love toward me;
 you have delivered me from the pit of death.
The arrogant rise up against me, O God, and a band of violent people seeks my life;
 they have not set you before their eyes.
But you, O Lord, are gracious and full of compassion,
 slow to anger, and full of kindness and truth.
Turn to me and have mer‐ cy on me;
 give your strength to your servant, and save the child of your handmaid.
Show me a sign of your favor, so that those who hate me may see it and be put to shame;
 because you, Lord, have helped me and comforted me.

Second Reading: Romans 8:12‐25
 So then, brothers and sisters, we are obligated, not to the flesh, to live according to the flesh— for 
if you live according to the flesh, you will die, but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the 
body, you will live.  For all who are led by the Spirit of God are children of God.  For you did not 
receive a spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you received a spirit of adoption. When we cry, 
“Abba! Father!”  it is that very Spirit bearing witness with our spirit that we are children of God,  
and if children, then heirs: heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ, if we in fact suffer with him so 
that we may also be glorified with him.
  I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory about 
to be revealed to us.  For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the children of 
God,  for the creation was subjected to futility, not of its own will, but by the will of the one who 
subjected it, in hope  that the creation itself will be set free from its enslavement to decay and will 
obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God. We know that the whole creation has been 
groaning together as it suffers together the pains of labor,  and not only the creation, but we 
ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait for adoption, the 
redemption of our bodies.  For in hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope, for who 
hopes for what one already sees?  But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with 
patience.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

The congregation is invited to stand
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Gospel: Matthew 13:24‐30, 36‐43

The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord
 [Jesus] put before [the crowds] another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to 
someone who sowed good seed in his field, but while everybody was asleep an enemy came and 
sowed weeds among the wheat and then went away.  So when the plants came up and bore grain, 
then the weeds appeared as well.  And the slaves of the householder came and said to him, ‘Master, 
did you not sow good seed in your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?’  He answered, 
‘An enemy has done this.’ The slaves said to him, ‘Then do you want us to go and gather them?’  But 
he replied, ‘No, for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with them.  Let both of 
them grow together until the harvest, and at harvest time I will tell the reapers, Collect the weeds 
first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but gather the wheat into my barn.’ ”

   Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his disciples approached him, saying, 
“Explain to us the parable of the weeds of the field.”  He answered, “The one who sows the good 
seed is the Son of Man;  the field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; 
the weeds are the children of the evil one,  and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest 
is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels.  Just as the weeds are collected and burned up with 
fire, so will it be at the end of the age.  The Son of Man will send his angels, and they will collect out 
of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers,  and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, 
where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.  Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the 
kingdom of their Father. Let anyone with ears listen!”
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

The congregation is seated

Gospel Acclamation: "Alleluia"
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Prayer List
Members of our First 
Lutheran Community: Glow, 
Bethany, and Roland Adams; 
Joyce Anderson; Jen Biter; 
Ardeith Froeberg; June 
Jahrling; Erika Jerram; 
Lovequist/Shread family; 
Kathryn McCowan; Don & 
Britta McNemar; Kerry 
Meaney; Cynthia Niiler; Joan 
Niiler, Stacey Reed; Karson 
Sprague;Flavio Vallejos; Valarie 
Waters.
Friends and Family: Clinton 
Braganza; Rhona Chen; Emily 
Dallman; Evan DaRos; Sheila 
Dumbrowik; Wendy Fournier; 
Lisa Fugger; Jay Higham; Josh 
Kalisa; Sylvia & Chris Lee‐
Thompson; Nathan Maehl; 
Pappas family; Roland Pesch; 
Rachel and sons; Lynn Reihart; 
Bill Sanderson; Brian Schmitz; 
Roger & Margie Schroeder; 
JoAnn Shade; Fay Sieving; 
Betsy Smith; Wilson Viertel; 
Chip Weinkauf; Jim Wroe; 
Marlys Yu.
For those who grieve: the 
famliy and friends of Miles 
McAdams ‐ infant son of Kevin 
and Samantha (cousin of 
Hannah and Matt Burke)
For our partners: Santuario 
Luterano, the Spanish speaking 
Lutheran congregation in 
Waltham. For other 
organizations we actively 
support: the Waltham Family 
School, the Waltham 
Community Day Center, 
Chaplains on the Way, WATCH, 
Camp Calumet, and ELCA 
World Hunger. 

Children’s Sermon

Sermon

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD

The congregation is invited to stand

Hymn of the Day: “Build Us Up, Lord"        Hymn 670

Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession:

Response: God of grace,
hear our prayer.

The Peace

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

The congregation is seated

Offering is Gathered

Musical Offering: "How Firm a Foundation"   arr. Mark Albrecht

The congregation is invited to stand
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Another way to collect the offering.
Our church provides both spiritual, physical and emotional nourishment for all who attend in person 
and online. We invite you to consider donating to support the mission of our church, as we work to 
support programs in the church, in the community, and for the online community.
To make your offering through credit card, scan the code above.

Offering Prayer

Loving God,
we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts.
Help us take heart in you and share freely of your love,
so that all creation can taste your abundance.
We ask this in the name of Jesus,
through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever.
Amen.

Congregational Offertory
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About Communion 
We believe that Jesus Christ is present in the bread and wine we share and therefore he is the host 
of the meal.  In his name, we welcome all who desire to commune.   
•An usher will direct you to come forward, and you may either kneel or stand at the altar rail.  
•Bread: The pastor will place bread in your hands, which you may then consume.  We have gluten 
free bread available; indicate to the pastor/vicar if that is your preference. 
•Wine/Juice: the assistant  will then offer a tray of individual glasses (juice in the center ring). The 
acolyte will follow with a tray for empty glasses.  Also, you may skip the wine altogether trusting 
that Christ is fully present in the bread.  
•Children and adults who do not yet commune are welcome to come to the altar for a blessing.   
If walking is difficult for you, please inform an usher, then stay in your pew and the pastor will come 
to you. 

SHARING THE LORD’S SUPPER

The congregation is invited to stand

The Great Thanksgiving

The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 
thanks and praise . . . . . we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

Holy, Holy, Holy
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Eucharistic Prayer

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen.

The gifts of God for the people of God.
Thanks be to God.

The congregation is seated

Lamb of God
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Distribution of Communion

Communion Hymns:

“As the Grains of Wheat” Hymn 465
“In This Feast of Love” Hymn 962

The congregation is invited to stand

Post‐Communion Prayer

Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine
our hearts are filled with the abundance of your love.
Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal,
may share your love freely, as you have shared with us.
We ask this in the name of Jesus,
through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever.    
Amen.

SENDING

Benediction

Sending Hymn: “Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ”       Hymn 674

Dismissal

Go in peace. Christ is with you.
Thanks be to God.

Postlude


