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Prelude

Welcome and Announcements

GATHERING IN GoD’s PRESENCE

The congregation is invited to stand

Blessed be the holy Trinity, *F* one God,
who pours love into our hearts

and healing upon the earth.

Amen.

Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith,
let us confess our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Compassionate God,

we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness
in the world and in our own hearts.

Creation groans from overuse.

Jealousy and bitterness strain our relationships.
Indifference keeps us from seeking justice.
Divisions disrupt your call to show genuine love

to others.

Turn our hearts back to you.

Restore our world and reconcile us to one another.
Renew us to live as your holy people,

following the way of Jesus Christ.

Amen.

Hear this good news:

We have peace

with God through =+ Jesus Christ,

in whom there is no condemnation,

but only forgiveness and the promise of eternal life.
Receive freely this healing gift of grace.

Amen.



Gathering Hymn: "All Creatures, Worship God Most High!"
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Sing, broth - er wind; with clouds and rain

o

crea-tures, wor - ship  God most high! Sound ev -’ry voice in earth and

you grow the gifts of fruit and

5 And you, most gentle sister death,
waiting to hush our final breath:

Alleluia! Allelua!
Since Christ our light has pierced your gloom,
fair 1s the night that leads us home.

Greeti

Alleluia.

ng:

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, The love of God
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

Sing, broth - er fire, so mirth-ful, strong; drive far the shad-ows, join the
All  who for love of God for-give, all who in pain or sor-row
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sky: Al-le - lu - ia! Al-le - lu - ia! Sing, broth -er sun, in splen-dor
grain: Al-le - lu - ia! Al-le - lu - ia! Dear sis - ter wa-ter, use - ful,
throng: Al-le - lu - 1a! Al-le - lu - 1a! Dear moth - er earth, so rich iIn
gricve: Al-le - lu - 1a! Al-le - lu - 1a! Christ bears your bur-dens and your
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bright; sing, sis - ter moon and stars of mnght:
clear, make mu - sic for your Lord to hear: Al-le - lu - e al-le -
care, praise God in col - ors bright and rare: ’
fears; still make your song a - mid the tears:
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lu -1a, al-le - lu - 1a, al-le - Iu - 1a, al-le - lu 1a!

6 O sisters, brothers, take your part,
and worship God with humble heart:
Alleluia! Allelua!
All creatures, bless the Father, Son,
and Holy Spirt, Three in One:
Alleluia.
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In peace, letus pray to the Lord
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For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God,
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and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord God,

Lamb of God, you
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The Prayer of the Day

O Lord God, merciful judge, you are the inexhaustible fountain of forgiveness. Replace our hearts
of stone with hearts that love and adore you, that we may delight in doing your will, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

HeARING Gob’s WORD

The congregation is seated

First Reading: Genesis 50:15-21

Realizing that their father was dead, Joseph’s brothers said, “What if Joseph still bears a grudge
against us and pays us back in full for all the wrong that we did to him?” So they approached
Joseph, saying, “Your father gave this instruction before he died, ‘Say to Joseph: | beg you, forgive
the crime of your brothers and the wrong they did in harming you.” Now therefore please forgive
the crime of the servants of the God of your father.” Joseph wept when they spoke to him. Then
his brothers also wept, fell down before him, and said, “We are here as your slaves.” But Joseph
said to them, “Do not be afraid! Am | in the place of God? Even though you intended to do harm to
me, God intended it for good, in order to preserve a numerous people, as he is doing today. So
have no fear; | myself will provide for you and your little ones.” In this way he reassured them,
speaking kindly to them.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm: Psalm 103:8-13
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of com - pas - sion  and mer - cy.
Psalm 103:8

Psalm refrain reproduced from Psalter for Worship Year A © 2007 Augsburg Fortress.
May be reproduced by permission for local use only.
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Refrain
Lord, you are full of compas- | sion and mercy,

slow to anger and abounding in | steadfast love;
you will not al- | ways accuse us,

nor will you keep your an- | ger forever.
You have not dealt with us according | to our sins,

nor repaid us according to | our iniquities.
For as the heavens are high a- | bove the earth,

so great is your steadfast love for | those who fear you.

Refrain
As far as the east is | from the west,
so far have you removed our transgres- | sions from us.
As a father has compassion | for his children,
so you have compassion for those who fear | you, O Lord.
Refrain

Second Reading: Romans 14:1-12

Welcome those who are weak in faith but not for the purpose of quarreling over opinions. Some
believe in eating anything, while the weak eat only vegetables. Those who eat must not despise
those who abstain, and those who abstain must not pass judgment on those who eat, for God
has welcomed them. Who are you to pass judgment on slaves of another? It is before their own
lord that they stand or fall. And they will be upheld, for the Lord is able to make them stand.

Some judge one day to be better than another, while others judge all days to be alike. Let all
be fully convinced in their own minds. Those who observe the day, observe it for the Lord. Also
those who eat, eat for the Lord, since they give thanks to God, while those who abstain, abstain
for the Lord and give thanks to God.

For we do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves. If we live, we live to the Lord,
and if we die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or whether we die, we are the Lord’s.
For to this end Christ died and lived again, so that he might be Lord of both the dead and the
living.

Why do you pass judgment on your brother or sister? Or you, why do you despise your
brother or sister? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God. For it is written,

“As | live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me,

and every tongue shall give praise to God.”
So then, each one of us will be held accountable.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



The congregation is invited to stand

Gospel Acclamation
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Gospel: Matthew 18:21-35

The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord

Peter came and said to [Jesus,] “Lord, if my brother or sister sins against me, how often should |
forgive? As many as seven times?” Jesus said to him, “Not seven times, but, | tell you, seventy-
seven times.

“For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle
accounts with his slaves. When he began the reckoning, one who owed him ten thousand talents
was brought to him, and, as he could not pay, the lord ordered him to be sold, together with his
wife and children and all his possessions and payment to be made. So the slave fell on his knees
before him, saying, ‘Have patience with me, and | will pay you everything. And out of pity for him,
the lord of that slave released him and forgave him the debt. But that same slave, as he went out,
came upon one of his fellow slaves who owed him a hundred denarii, and seizing him by the throat
he said, ‘Pay what you owe.’ Then his fellow slave fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience
with me, and | will pay you.” But he refused; then he went and threw him into prison until he
would pay the debt. When his fellow slaves saw what had happened, they were greatly distressed,
and they went and reported to their lord all that had taken place. Then his lord summoned him
and said to him, ‘You wicked slave! | forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me.
Should you not have had mercy on your fellow slave, as | had mercy on you?’ And in anger his lord
handed him over to be tortured until he would pay his entire debt. So my heavenly Father will also
do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother or sister from your heart.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

The congregation is seated
Children's Sermon

Sermon



ResPONDING TO Gob’s WORD

The congregation is invited to stand

Hymn of the Day: "Spirit, Open My Heart"
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Prayer List

Members of our First Lutheran
Community: Glow, Bethany, and
Roland Adams; Joyce Anderson; Jen
Biter; Ardeith Froeberg; June
Jahrling; Erika Jerram; Lovequist/
Shread family; Kathryn McCowan;
Don & Britta McNemar; Kerry
Meaney; Cynthia Niiler; Joan Niiler,
Stacey Reed; Karson Sprague;Flavio
Vallejos; Valarie Waters.

Friends and Family: Rhona Chen;
Emily Dallman; Evan DaRos; Sheila
Dumbrowik; Wendy Fournier; Lisa
Fugger; Neil Galloway; Jay Higham;
Josh Kalisa; Sylvia & Chris Lee-
Thompson; Mark Lewis; Nathan
Maehl; Pappas family; Roland
Pesch; Rachel and sons; Lynn
Reihart; Bill Sanderson; Brian
Schmitz; Roger & Margie Schroeder;
JoAnn Shade; Fay Sieving; Betsy
Smith; Wilson Viertel; Chip
Weinkauf; Jim Wroe; Marlys Yu.

For those who grieve: the family
and friends of Louis Simon (father
of Inpakala Pandian)

For our partners: Santuario
Luterano, the Spanish speaking
Lutheran congregation in Waltham.
For other organizations we actively
support: the Waltham Family
School, the Waltham Community
Day Center, Chaplains on the Way,
WATCH, Camp Calumet, and ELCA
World Hunger.
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Apostles’ Creed

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession:

Response: Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

The Peace

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

The congregation is seated
Offering is Gathered

Musical Offering: "I Come with Joy" text, Brian A. Wren
arr. Zebulon M. Highben

Another way to collect the offering.

Our church provides both spiritual, physical and emotional
nourishment for all who attend in person and online. We invite you
to consider donating to support the mission of our church, as we
work to support programs in the church, in the community, and for
the online community.

To make your offering through credit card, scan the code to the left.



The congregation is invited to stand

Congregational Offertory
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Offering Prayer

God of creation,

you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly.
All blessings are from you;

make us generous with what we have.

Use our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts

in service to you and in love to our neighbors,

today and always.

Amen.

About Communion

We believe that Jesus Christ is present in the bread and wine we share and therefore he is the host of the
meal. In his name, we welcome all who desire to commune.

e An usher will direct you to come forward, and you may either kneel or stand at the altar rail.

* Bread: The pastor will place bread in your hands, which you may then consume. We have gluten free bread
available; indicate to the pastor/vicar if that is your preference.

e Wine/Juice: the assistant will then offer a tray of individual glasses (juice in the center ring). The acolyte
will follow with a tray for empty glasses. Also, you may skip the wine altogether trusting that Christ is fully
present in the bread.

e Children and adults who do not yet commune are welcome to come to the altar for a blessing.

e If walking is difficult for you, please inform an usher, then stay in your pew and the pastor will come to you.

11
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SHARING THE LORD’S SUPPER
The congregation is invited to stand

The Great Thanksgiving
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Eucharistic Prayer
Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,

forever and ever. Amen

The gifts of God for the people of God.
Thanks be to God.

The congregation is seated

Lamb of God
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Distribution of Communion
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Communion Hymns:
"When We Are Living"
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"Forgive Our Sins as We Forgive"

v

“For - give

| our sins
2 How can your par - don
3 In blaz - ing light
4

i »

we  for - give,” you taught us, Lord, to pray;
reach and bless the un - for-giv - ing heart
cross re - veals the truth we dim - ly knew:

Lord, cleanse the depths with - in our souls and bid re-sent-ment cease;
8] __
)" A | | i
G ' S
A\IY I [
o < [0 ]

but you a - lone
that broods on wrongs and
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then, by  your mer - cy

The congregation is invited to stand

Post-Communion Prayer

Sustaining God,

with this bread and cup,
you nourish us with mercy and abundant life.

By your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy world.
Make us living signs of your liberation, healing, and love,
following the way of Jesus, in whose name we pray.

Amen.

grant us grace to live the words we say.
will not let old bit - ter - ness de - part?
debts to us; how great our debt to you!
rec - on-ciled, our lives will spread your peace.
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Benediction

SENDING

Sending Hymn: “Earth and All Stars!”
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2 Trum - pet and pipes! Loud clash - ing cym - bals!
3 En - gines and steel! Loud pound - ing ham - mers!
4 Class-rooms and labs! Loud boil - ing test tubes!
5 Knowl-edge and truth! Loud sound-ing wis - dom!
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Dismissal

Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Postlude: "Earth and All Stars!" Michael Burkhardt

"Copyright Information

Liturgical Music from Evangelical Lutheran Worship ©2006 Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. Reprinted and
Livestreamed by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SB147106.

Worship Texts: Copyright © 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted and Livestreamed by permission
under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SB147106.

Scripture: New Revised Standard Version Updated Edition, Copyright © 2021, National Council of Churches of Christ in
the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide.

Psalm refrain and tone from Psalter for Worship Year A © 2007 Augburg Fortress

Hymns as below. Reprinted and Livestreamed with permission under Onelicense.net License Number: A-709997 or
CCLI License #20823990. All rights reserved.

"All Creatures, Worship God Most High!"
Text: Francis of Assisi, 1182-1226; tr. composite © 1997 Augsburg Fortress
Music: Geistliche Kirchengesange, Koln, 1623

"Spirit, Open My Heart"
Text: Ruth Duck, b. 1947 © 1996 Pilgrim Press
Music: Irish Melody; adapt. Alfre V. Fedak, b. 1953 © 2011 Alfred V. Fedak

"When We Are Living"

Text: st. 1, based on Romans 14:8; tr. Elise S. Eslinger, b. 1942; st. 2-3, ROberto Escamilla, b. 1931; tr. George
Lockwood, b. 1946

Music: Spanish traditional

Spanish text, sts. 2-3 © 1983 Abingdon Press and tr. © 1989 The United Methodist Publishing House, admin. The
Copyright Company

"Forgive Our Sins As We Forgive"
Text: Rosamond E. Herklots, 1905-1987, alt. © Oxford University Press
Music: The Sacred Harp, Philadelphia, 1844

"Earth and All Stars!"

Text: Herbert F. Brokering, b. 1926

Music: David N. Johnson, 1922-1987

Text and music © 1968 Augsburg Fortress

Other music Livestreamed under Onelicense.net License Number: A-709997
"I Come with Joy" Text, BRian A. Wren; arr. Zebulon M. Highben

Text © 1971, rev. 1995 Hope Publishing Co.

Arr. © 2016 Augsburg Fortress

"Earth and All Stars" setting by Michael Burkhardt © 1989 Morning Star Music Publishers
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Announcements

Name Tags! Our new intern, Vicar Jessi Labenski has a lot of names to learn! This is a great time of
year to get back into the habit of wearing our names tags on Sunday mornings. It will help everyone
else too! If you need a name tag, let the church office know.

The Alleluia Choir - our children's and youth choir is back! This fall we will continue learning about
worship, learning about our voices, learning basic musicianship skills and we will learn more about
playing tone chimes. Join us on next Sunday, 9/20 at 9:15 am!

Blessing Box restocking: Twice a week we need people to check on our general blessing box -
refilling it with items from the Pearson Room and occasionally emptying out some items. You can
find a sign up in our This Week email. Thank you!

WFCF Farm shares—Pick up help: Two slots are still open - 9/15 and 10/6: If you can pick up our
blessing box farm share at the Mobile Outreach Market between 4:30 and 6:00 pm on Tuesdays at
First Parish in Waltham. Sign up with the link in our "This Week" email.

Coffee Hosts Needed! Can you help foster community by hosting coffee? Sign up in the Pearson
Room or by using the link in the This Week email. First time hosting? We’re happy to provide
instructions.

Thinking about the Future

a Luncheon Conversation
TODAY!
Join us after worship for a conversation about the ongoing
mission of First Lutheran. Pastor Maehl will share ideas for
the future and eventual leadership transition
ﬂ Lunch will be provided.
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First Lutheran’s
Welcome Statement

Walking together in God’s love, we rejoice in the diversity of God’s wonderfully
made children. We celebrate lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, queer, intersex,
asexual, and non-binary people and all members of our human family
regardless of sexual orientation, gender identity and expression, race, ethnicity,
age, marital status, physical and mental ability, faith history, economic status,
education, family configuration, or immigration status. We renounce the sin of
racism and all forms of discrimination. We welcome all to join us in worship,
leadership, participation in rites and sacraments of the church, and fellowship
on our journey of nurturing faith, doing justice, and serving all



